The Christian 


In two sections: Section 2 
SPECIAL REPORT: UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 


IN MY WORK abroad as Director-General of UNRRA, I 
frequently came in contact with the selfless men and 
women of the Unitarian Service Committee. I learned of 
their work in detail—how they risked arrest, even death, 
at the hands of the Nazis to rescue persons marked for 
so by Hitler's hangmen. | know that the Unitarian 
Service Committee, an American organization, won the 
respect and admiration of every Allied and neutral Gov- 


ernment in Europe. 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN 


Former Governor of New York, 
Director-General of United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
from its founding in 1942 to 1946 
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Finances and Organizational 


Affiliations of the U.S.C. 


First of series of documents in this section 


Tue Unrrarian Service CommirTeE, established as a standing committee of the 
American Unitarian Association by action of the Board of Directors in May, 1940, 
_ derives its income from the following sources: : 

(1) Unitarian churches and individual Unitarians, (2) The National War 
Fund, and (3) restricted contributions from organizations and individuals. 


Note: For an analysis of these sources 
of income see memoranda on Sources of 
Income, page 504. 


A memorandum entitled “Record of 
Receipts and Transfers of Funds Con- 
tributed by the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee” is included. This 
memorandum goes back to the year 
1943 when the first contributions from 
that organization were received and is 
presented in greater detail than other 
contributions due to the questions 
that have been raised concerning our 
financial relationship with the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. It 
should be noted that at no time has the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
placed any restrictions on our use of 
these funds except that they be used for 
the relief of Spanish Republican refu- 
gees. 

Financial Reporting: Since June, 
1943 the principal source of income has 
been from the National War Fund, and 
hence our methods of, financial report- 
ing have been governed primarily by 
the rules applying to all National War 
Fund agencies. During the entire period 
of our membership in the National War 
Fund, monthly statements have been 
submitted to the Budget Committee of 
the National War Fund. Periodic 
audits have also been submitted to the 
National War Fund at regular intervals. 

The Unitarian Service Committee is 
a registered agency with the President’s 
War Relief Control Board and as such 
has submitted its monthly National War 
Fund statements and its periodic audits, 
as well as a special quarterly report, 
to the President’s War Relief Control 
Board. A sample of the quarterly re- 
port submitted to the President’s War 
Relief Control Board is on page 505. 
It should be noted that neither the 
‘Budget Committee of the National War 
Fund nor the President’s War Relief 
Control Board have ever raised any 
questions concerning the substance and 
contents of our financial reporting. 


Unitarian Service Committee Member- 
_ ships and A filiations: The Unitarian 


Service Committee is a member of the 
American Council of Voluntary Agen- 
cies for Foreign Service and is a par- 
ticipating member in the National War 
Fund through Refugee Relief Trustees. 
During the life of the President’s War 
Relief Control Board, the Unitarian 
Service Committee was a regularly reg- 
istered agency licensed to operate in 
the field of foreign relief, and is‘now 
licensed by the Advisory Committee of 
Voluntary Foreign Relief of the Depart- 
ment of State. 


The Unitarian Service Committee is 
a participating member of the following 
functioning agencies. 


1. Central Location Index, composed of 
and supported by the following organizations: 
‘American Christian Committee for Refugees, 
Inc., American Federation of International In- 
stitutes, American Friends Service Committee, 
Canadian Location Service, Hebrew Sheltering 
and Immigrant Aid Society, International Mi- 
gration Service, International Rescue and Re- 
lief Committee, National Council of Jewish 
Women,: National Refugee Service, Unitarian 
Service Committee. 


2. The Unitarian Service Committee is a 
shareholder in the Cooperative for American 
Remittances for Europe (CARE) composed 
of the following agencies: American Christian 
Committee for Refugees, American Friends 
Service Committee, American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, American Relief for 
Czechoslovakia, American Aid to France, 
American Relief for Norway, American Relief 
for Poland, Church World Service, Committee 
on Christian Science Wartime Activities of 
The Mother Church, Congregational Chris- 
tian Service Committee, Cooperative League 
of the U. S. A., Greek War Relief Association, 
Inc., U. S. A., International Rescue and Relief 
Committee, Labor League for Human Rights, 
A. F. L., Mennonite Central Committee, Na- 
tional C. I. O. Community Services Commit- 
tee, Paderewski Testimonial Fund, Save the 
Children Federation, Tolstoy Foundation, 
United Ukranian American Relief Committee, 
Unitarian Service Committee, United Lithu- 
anian Relief Fund of America, United Yugo- 
slav Relief Fund of America, War Relief 
Services—National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence and Y. W. C. A—World Emergency and 
War Victims Fund. 


3. The Unitarian Service Committee was 
one of the original agencies which under the 
organizational title of “Council of Relief 
Agencies Licensed to Operate in Germany” 
(CRALOG) was licensed by the President’s 


War Relief Control Board to conduct relief 
operations in Germany for the relief of Ger- 
man civilians. 


Operational A ffliations with Other 
Agencies: In several instances the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee has operated 
projects overseas in co-operation with 
other agencies. These projects and the 
agencies with whom we have been affili- 
ated are listed: 


1. Hibbert Houses—in co-operation with the 
Hibbert Trust Fund, London, England. 


2. Refugee service project in jthe Dominican 
Republic—in co-operation with the American 
Christian Committee for Refugees and the 
International Rescue and Relief Committee. 


3. Displaced Persons Project in Egypt and 
the Balkans in co-operation with UNRRA. 


4. Displaced persons project in Germany— 
in co-operation with UNRRA. A _  co-or- 
dinated apiproach was made by the three 
member agencies of Refugee Relief Trustees 
to the UNRRA Displaced Persons Mission 
in Germany.. These agencies are Unitarian 
Service Committee, American Christian Com- 
mittee for Refugees, International Rescue and 
Relief Committee. 


5. Lisbon—a staff worker was supplied the 
Unitarian Service Committee by the Congre- 
gational Christian. Service Committee. 

The American Friends Service Committee 
after reducing its work in Lisbon was granted 
space in our Lisbon office for the operation of 
a reduced refugee relief program in Portugal. 
This reduced program was integrated and co- 
ordinated with the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee work. 


6. Spain—The Unitarian Service Committee 
was one of the agencies comprising the Ameri- 
can relief representation for Spain, a co-or- 
dinated relief effort of American voluntary 
agencies including: American Friends Service 
Committee, National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference and American Jewish Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee. 


7. Italy—The Italian Medical _ Nutrition 
Mission which operated in Italy for one year 
in co-operation with UNRRA was _ jointly 
sponsored and financed by the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee and ‘the Congregational Chris- 
tian Service Committee. 


8. France—A clinic in Marseilles was jointly 
operated and financed by the Unitarian Service 
Committee and O.S.E. 

Reconstruction in the Maurienne Valley was 
done in co-operation with American Relief for 
France. 

A children’s home has been operated for 15 
months under the joint sponsorship of the 
Unitarian Service Committee and American 
Relief for France. The home is located in St. 
Jean de Luz. 

Previous to this a convalescent home for de- 
portees and ex-concentration camp inmates was 
administered* by the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee and financed by American Relief for 
France. Home was located in Monnetier. 


Agencies that Contribute to Us but Do 
Not Share in Administrative Responsi- 
bility for Projects: The following agen- 
cies have made financial contributions 
to the work of the Unitarian Service 
Committee for specific purposes: (1) 
Associated Austrian Relief, (2) Ameri- 
can Committee for the Relief of German 
Needy, (3) Harvard Food Relief Com- 
mittee and (4) Joint Anti-Fascist Ref- 
ugee Committee. In all cases the Uni- 
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tarian Service Committee is administra- 
tively responsible for the work. 


Official A filiations with International 
Relief Organizations: From the very 
start of UNRRA’S operation the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee has co-oper- 
ated with UNRRA in the following man- 


ner: 


1. By loaning personnel for the operation of 
relief projects and services which UNRRA 
was unable to staff. 

2. By the operation of relief projects and 
services under agreement and contracts with 
UNRRA which supplemented the scope of the 
UNRRA program. Examples of this are: 
medical nutrition mission to Italy, medical 
teaching mission to Czechoslovakia, medical 
teaching mission to Poland, child care work- 
ers in the displaced persons camps in Ger- 
many and Polish medical team working 
among displaced Poles in Germany. 


In all of these relationships with 
UNRRA, the financial responsibility 
was divided under the terms of separate 
contracts drawn and signed by the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee and_ the 


UNRRA administration. 


In France and Portugal the Unitar- 
ian Service Committee has worked out 
arrangements with the Intergovern- 
mental Committee on Refugees set up 
by the Evian Conference, 1938, with 
U. S. State Department representation, 
for the disbursement of Intergovern- 
mental Committee relief funds * on the 
case work level. Under the terms of 
this arrangement the Unitarian Service 
Committee disburses monthly cash al- 
lowances to specified categories of ref- 
ugees. 


* These funds have been supplied chiefly 
by the governments of the United States and 
Great Britain. 


NATIONAL WAR FUND 


Summary of Receipts 


June to Dec., 1943 $251,555.63 


March to Sept., 1944 194,281.23 
Oct., 1944 to Sept., 1945 455,369.10 
Oct., 1945 to Oct., 1946 511,391.47 


$1,412,597.43 


Current Sources of Income 


MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE CUR- 
RENT SOURCES OF INCOME OF THE 
UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 


The Unitarian Service Committee de- 
rives its income to finance its service and 
relief program from the following sources: 


1) United Unitarian Appeal: (raised 
among Unitarians in the United 
States). The appeal operates on 


a fiscal year beginning on May 1 
and ending on April 30. For the 
fiscal period May 1, 1945 to April 
30, 1946, the Unitarian Service 
Committee received from that source 
$62,000. 


2) The National War Fund, Inc.: The 
Unitarian Service Committee is a 
member agency of the Refugee Re- 
lief Trustees and, through the latter, 
a participant in the National War 
Fund. The Unitarian Service Com- 


mittee’s approved budget for the 


fifteen months’ fiscal period of the 


National War Fund, October 1, 
1945, to December 31, 1946, is 
$718,000. 


3) Restricted contributions from Organ- 
izations and _ Individuals: The 
Unitarian Service Committee accepts 
and disburses for service and relief 
purposes contributions from organ- 
izations and individuals. 


a) The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee contributed since January 
1, 1946 to September 20, 1946, 
$68,896.37. 


b) The Congregational Christian Ser- 
vice Committee contributed $25,000 
for the fiscal period October 1, 1945 
to September 30, 1946, to finance 
a medical nutrition mission in Italy, 
jointly sponsored by the Unitarian 
Service Committee and the Congre- 
gational Christian Service Commit- 
tee and UNRRA. 


c) American Relief for France has 
contributed $30,000 to a project 
in France for destitute children 
sponsored jointly by the American 
Relief for France and the Unitarian 
Service Committee. 


d) Associated Austrian Relief has con- 
tributed $2200 to help support a 
dental clinic in Innsbruck and a 
child feeding program in Vienna. 


e) American Committee for the Re- 
lief of German Needy has guaran- 
teed the Unitarian Service Commit- 
tee $5,000 to pay the expenses of 
two representatives in Germany who 
are working with the American 
and French Military Governments in 
the supervising of distribution of 
goods sent by American voluntary 
agencies for relief purposes. 


f) The Universalist Service Commit- 
tee has contributed $2,000 for the 
purchase of shoes for Dutch nurses 
in Holland. 


g) The Harvard Food Relief Com- 
mittee has contributed $15,400 to 
purchase food for the relief of 
university students abroad. 

There have been minor contributions 
amounting to a few hundred dollars 
from other universities for the same 
purpose. 


h) Aside from the funds received 
through the United Unitarian Ap- 
peal, the Unitarian Service Commit- 
tee received during the current fis- 
cal period to date from Unitarian 
sources $70,458.70 specially ear- 
marked for the purchase of food 
for Europe. Further, the Unitarian 
denomination, through its women’s 
groups all over the country, is con- 
tributing large quantities of used 
clothing as well as canned food for 
overseas relief. . 


In addition to the contributions men- 
tioned above, the Unitarian Service | 
Committee has accepted various — 
contributions from individuals and 
organizations for specially earmark- 
ed purposes, such as food, clothing, — 
medical supplies, etc. . 
4) The United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration has con- — 
tributed transportation and main- — 
tenance for Unitarian Service Com- — 
mittee personnel in the following © 


projects: 

a) Medical nutrition mission to 
Italy. 

b) Medical teaching mission to 
Czechoslovakia. 


c) Medical teaching mission to Po- 
land. 


d) Two child care workers assigned 
to displaced persons’ camps in Ger- 
any. 

e) Polish medical team working 


among displaced Poles in Germany. — 


: 


5) The. Intergovernmental Committee — 
on Refugees has provided transporta- — 
tion expenses for Spanish refugees 
migrating from Portugal to Latin 
America. 
The Intergovernmental Committee — 
on Refugees reimburses the basic — 
maintenance expenses of certain 


non-repatriable refugees in France. 


STATEMENT ON AUDITING AND 
FINANCIAL REPORTING 


Monthly financial statements are 
submitted to the budget committee 
of the National War Fund and the 
Advisory Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aid of the Department of 
Statg, as are the periodic audits of 
the books of the Unitarian Service 
Committee. 


The books of the Unitarian Ser- 
vice Committee are audited regul- 
arly by Scovell, Wellington and 
Company.The auditors’ reports are | 
on file at the Boston headquarters 
and may be inspected at any time. — 


J oint Anti-Fascist Funds 


OF the millions of dollars received by the 


Unitarian Service Committee since its founding, 


$269,280 has come from the J.A.F.R.C. 


UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
RECORD OF RECEIPTS AND TRANSFERS OF FUNDS CONTRIBUTED BY THE 
JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE 


FROM JANUARY 1, 1943 TO SEPTEMBER 20, 1946 


RECEIPTS AMOUNT 

Year 
1943 $ 26,800.00 
1944 25,483.75 
1945 148,100.00 
1946 (to date) 68,896.37 
Total Receipts $269,280.12 


Note: Prior to 1943, scattered contributions were received from individuals interested 
in Spanish refugees or from Spanish aid groups. 
: 


TRANSFERS September 20, 1946 
REMITTANCES TO U. S. C. OFFICES FOR SPANISH AND 
OTHER REFUGEE RELIEF 


TRANSFERS SWITZERLAND: 
TO GENERAL -FOR PURCHASES RELIEF 
YEAR U.S.C. BUDGET LISBON FRANCE FOR FRANCE LOCALLY MISC. 
1943 $760.00 $12,690.00 $2,450.00 $8,700.00 
1944 22,000.00 $5,200.00 483.75 
1945 29,000.00 $46,200.00 $42,300.00 6,000.00 1,877.73 
1946 (to date) 3,900.00 66,600.00 18,400.00 
$760.00 $67,590.00 $112,800.00 $60,700.00 $13,650.00 $11,061.48 
Grand Total $266,561.48 
Balance on Hand 2,718.64 


The Unitarian Service Committee books at Boston headquarters are regularly audited 
by Messrs. Scovell Wellington and Company. 


APPENDIX September 20, 1946 

1943 Transferred to the American Representation of Relief $8,700.00 
Agencies in Spain, Madrid 

1944 Paid to H.I.A.S., New York 483.75 

1945 Purchases in U.S.A. for shipment to France 1,877.73 

$11,061.48 


THIS IS A SAMPLE OF THE REGULAR QUARTERLY REPORTS SUBMITTED 
TO THE PRESIDENT’S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD 


Report made for the period—October 1, 1945—to December 31, 1945 


1. Estimated value of contributions in kind on hand October 1, 1945 .... $47,309.00 
2. Estimated value of clothing in kind, collected during 3 months .... 72,516.00 
3. Estimated yalue of such contributions in kind transmitted abroad by 

the respondent—Unitarian Service Committee, Lisbon.............. none 


4. Estimated value of such contributions in kind transmitted during 3 
months to some other person or organization in the United States for 


retransmission abroad—American Relief for France .............. 42,951.00 
American Relief for Holland ............. 7,732.00 

5. Estimated value of such contributions in kind on hand as of 
December 31, 1945 ........ ee eens ree) scab fale! Sea bleeds oie Iehat 69,142.00 
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The Charges Are Reviewed 


AT THE MEETING of the Unitarian Service Committee on October 8, the charges 


brought by certain individuals and organizations that the Unitarian Service Com- 


mittee was partisan to Communists were discussed. 


The Chairman, Mr. William Emer- 
son, reported on his activities in Paris 
during September as head of a special 
committee of the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee which was appointed to investi- 
gate these charges. The subcommittee 
also included Dr. John H. Lathrop 
and Rey. Edward A. Cahill, Associate 
Director. The Chairman also reported on 
the meeting that he and Mr. Edward B. 
Witte, Treasurer, had in New York on 
October 4 with Mr. L. Hollingsworth 
Wood, President of the International 
Rescue and Relief Committee, and Miss 
Sheba Strunsky, its Executive Director. 
This meeting was attended also by Dr. 


John Haynes Holmes, Rev. Donald Har- 


rington and a certain Mr. Jolis, all of - 


whom with the exception of Mr. Wood 
made charges of Communistic affiliations 
and favoritism in extending help. 

The Chairman further stated that his 
subcommittee has assiduously pursued, 
and will continue actively to pursue, 
its efforts to ascertain the truth or 
falsity of these charges but that to date 
no valid proofs of them have been found, 
all being based on statements that are 
not supported by any discoverable facts 
that could be accepted as evidence. 

After full discussion the following 
statement was adopted by unanimous 
vote: 


Statement of Policy 


U.S.C. operations follow Gestapo victim-list 


It has been the consistent policy of 
the Unitarian Service Committee to help 
the victims of Nazi or Fascist tyranny 
regardless of political affiliations, re- 
ligious convictions or racial or national 
origin. It is the belief of this Com- 
mittee, in the light of very careful scru- 
tiny of the work of its staff through the 
last six years, that that policy has been 
carried out by our workers in the field 
with conscientious and unwavering de- 
votion. 

Work of this kind will inevitably ex- 
pose the agency doing it to criticism. 
Those who receive its aid are victims 
of Nazi persecution, but they are often 
bitterly divided among themselves in 
politics and ideology, and quick to sus- 
pect discrimination, when scarce 
amounts of aid have to be distributed 
among many sufferers. 

At the same time, recipients of the 
help distributed vary with the incidence 
of suffering. In some regions those who 
suffered the most persecution may be 
predominantly Jews, and help will go 
to them in accordance with their need, 
numbers, and alternative sources of 
help. In other regions the main victims 
may be Socialists; in still others the 
greatest sufferings and hardships may 
have been borne by Communists. In 
each case our aid must go to the main 
sufferers, not because of any preference 
506 


on our part but because our help must 
follow the preference of the Gestapo as 
determined by the list of its victims. 

We believe that, in extending this help 
according to need rather than discrimi- 
nation, we are rendering a constructive 
service to the community at large. We 
believe that, by seeking the basis of 
common human decency and individual 
worth behind different creeds and in- 
stitutions, we can make our contribution 
in helping the peoples and nations of 
the world to learn to live together. 

We expect criticism, but we feel we 
can give it-serious consideration only 
if it is specific and factual and if the 
critics give us a chance to follow up and 
find out the facts... In many instances 
they have declined to give the sources of 
their information, making it difficult for 
the Committee to prove or disprove 
their charges. Despite these obstacles 
the Committee is giving, and will con- 
tinue to give, serious consideration to 
all such criticisms, which it is de- 
termined to trace down as far as possi- 
ble. 

So far, the evidence received does 
not substantiate the charges. If any 
authenticated evidence is submitted to 
us, we shall take prompt steps to see 
that corrections are made and our policy 
carried out as it has been carried out 
year after year in tens of thousands of 
cases. - 


Kye-Witness — 
Report 


By Witu1amM Emerson, Dean 
Emeritus of Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, School 
of Architecture; Chairman 
of Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee. 


Note: Mr. Emerson had just returned 
from a personal inspection in France 
when this preliminary statement was 
made. 


October 8, 1946 


My recent two weeks in Paris offered 
an opportunity to translate names into 
individuals, reports into accomplish- 
ments; to banish rumors and face ac- 
tualities. 


I wanted first to satisfy myself of the 
spirit actuating our Paris office and field 
workers, and. then to determine beyond 
a peradventure that the basic purpose 
of the Service Committee to help those 
in need who had resisted Fascism, what- 
ever their color, creed, or political be- 
liefs, was being fulfilled without favor- 
itism, without discrimination, and with 
the utmost devotion, within the limits 
of our resources. 


Seeks origin of attacks 


Once satisfied on these points, it was 
my appointed task to learn the origin, 
motive and justification (if any) for the 
current attacks upon the Committee’s 
distribution of relief and upon certain 
members of its staff. 


The day after our arrival, a luncheon, 
offered by the Paris staff to Mrs. Emer- 
son and me, gave an excellent oppor- 
tunity to sense the animating spirit of 
the group. This was no banquet served 
with flowers, music and waiters in a 
gilded hall—this. was a meal set forth 
on board tables by the staff in one of 
our crowded rooms while we sat on 
benches or chairs transferred from 
other offices and rubbed elbows both 
physically and mentally with our neigh- 
bors. The meal had been miraculously 
prepared by a humble but dexterous 
and talented cook in a space measuring 
not more than 4 x 5 feet. “Courteous 
self-service” was the word of the moment, 
and I was conscious of being warmed 
not only by the simple fare but by the 


prevailing spirit of co-operation. French 


and English were used interchangeably, 
and a welcome opportunity was pro- 
vided after lunch to visit the offices and 
storage room, learn how each activity 


was administered, and become  ac- 
-quainted with the individuals in charge. 


Bafflements of relief work 


I learned how badly we needed more 
trousers and shoes, how hard it was to 
say “no” to hungry applicants, how 
much time was consumed in finding 
work for refugees, who sometimes would 
not work; in short, all the heartbreak- 
ing bafflements of relief work, all the 
courage, self-sacrifice and devotion that 
are needed hour by hour, and the fine 
spirit with which each did his part 
from bottom to top. The atmosphere 
was essentially one of co-operative loy- 


alty. 
At Les Andelys 


There followed a trip through shat- 
tered Le Bourget to Senlis and battered 
Beauvais and so to the two villages of 
Les Andelys, one bombed to rubble, the 
other lying along the bank of the Seine, 
quietly busy—*paisible” as the French 
say. While Richard Coeur de Lion’s 
Chateau Gaillard towers above it, the 
matronly canal boats slip past, a ferry 
replaces the broken bridge, and two 
barges draw up on the opposite bank, 
their prows cut by the Germans so that 
they might land troops on the shores 
of England. The following noon we 
heard a medley of shrill children’s 
voices in 250 different keys. The children 
were gathered at the canteen under Mme 
Champsaur’s watchful eye to partake of 
one of the weekly luncheons during 
vacation. Theoretically they were gath- 
ered to meet Mrs. Emerson and me, but 
actually they were there to eat, which 
they did with gusto, and then sang the 
“Star Spangled Banner” and the “Mar- 
seillaise” until our eyes were wet with 
tears. 

Back again in Paris, the presence of 
Mr. Noel H. Field from Germany, Dr. 
John Howland Lathrop from Czechoslo- 
vakia, and Rev. Edward A. Cahill from 
Boston was ample excuse for calling in 
the representatives of all our French 
activities to report on their stewardship 
at a meeting on September 10. 


The Paris office reports 


It was an impressive day from start 
to finish, whether we were hearing of the 
case workers in Paris, clothing distribu- 
tion at the office, accomplishments at 


Marseilles, needs for young and old at 
Les Andelys, the children at St. Jean de 
Luz, or hearing from Miss Clark from 
Monnetier, who stirred us with her con- 
fident report of unity, regardless of 
class, religion or political belief. The 
dramatic personality of Mme Betterman 
and her forthright methods of meeting 
unjust criticism or opposition further 
evidenced the continued value of her 
leadership. 


Answer from Varsovie 


Because the Varsovie Hospital has 
been the target for much criticism, per- 
haps Miss Persis Miller’s report on Tou- 
louse was followed with the closest at- 
tention. She acquitted herself magnifi- 
cently. Remember that Toulouse is 
called the Capital of the Spanish Re- 
publicans, that we took over a hospital 
run by Dr. Torrubia at the request of 
the French to care for cases from the 
Resistance—that every shade of politi- 
cal opinion is found among the Repub- 
licans—that to care for applicants com- 
ing to us from 29 different Spanish 
political trade union and relief organi- 
zations, we have only 50 beds at our 
disposal, of which 14 are set aside for tu- 
berculosis cases, and then make up your 
mind whether we can be justly criticized 
if an occasional case is taken that had 
better have been refused, or occasionally 
a case refused that might better have 
been admitted. 

The reports from Mme Sellier at 
Hendaye, Dr. Rovira from Meillon, and 
Dr. Bosch at St. Goin added their evi- 
dence to confirm my conviction that our 
work, within reasonable human limits, 
is handled as we would wish to have it, 
in the interests of those in need who 
have opposed Fascism in its many mani- 
festations. It is carried on without 
political, religious or other bias, and 
animated by the spirit of humanitarian 
service. 


Sources of charges 


Satisfied that the prompting spirit of 
our European service was in conformity 
with our basic purpose, and further that 
this purpose was conscientiously full- 
filled in the actual use of the moneys 
and goods placed at our disposal, I then 
endeavored to learn the source of the 
charges against us both administratively 
and personally and what evidence there 


might be in support of them. 

Dr. Lathrop, Mr. Field, Mr. Cahill, 
Mr. William Cary, Mme Tempi and I 
met Mr. Francis Henson, the Paris rep- 
resentative of the International Rescue 
and Relief Committee by appointment, 
at our hotel in the late afternoon of 
September 10. I read to him the 
charges: 

(1) That the U.S.C. European setup is 
Communist controlled and that “a majority 
of the board of ministers managing the affairs 
of the US.C. in the United States know this 
but justify it on the basis that the end justi- 
fies the means.” 

(2) That Mme Herta Tempi “is a secret 
member of the German (Communist) party” 
and that Noel Field is certainly a Communist 
Party member and perhaps a member of the 


G Pelee (NE. VD); 


contained in a letter written by him on 
June 17 on the office paper of the 
I. R.R.C. to Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr. He 
stated that the letter was his, that he 
took responsibility for the statements 
made in it, and he hoped that settled 
the matter. 


Evidence found lacking 


In thé course of the following dis- 
cussion, which lasted an hour, Mr. Field 
and Mme Tempi flatly denied the above 
charges made against them individually. 
Mr. Henson refused to divulge the 
sources of his information, and under 
questioning stated that he was interested 
in fighting Communists rather than in 
relief work, gave no reason why he did 
not bring such ‘evidence as he possessed 
directly to us, and said further he did 
not know that his letter was photo- 
stated and circulated before we were 
advised of its existence. 

Beyond Mr. Henson’s undertaking to 
give us the names of those providing 
his information in case they consented 
to do so, nothing constructive resulted 
from this meeting which was terminated 
on my initiative. The following day 
Mr. Henson telephoned that his infor- 
mants were unwilling to have their 
names revealed. 

It remains for us to follow through on 
certain leads in Washington and to learn 
the attitude of the Chairman of the 
LR.R.C. in New York. At the same time I 
believe that we should vigorously protest 
their unjust charges and express our 
confident belief in the complete lack of 
substantial evidence in support of them. 
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Memorandum on Specific 


Charges Against the U. S.C. 


Notes on the concerted campaign to undermine 
the Unitarian overseas humanitarian program 


THE FIRST CONCRETE EVIDENCE of a concerted campaign against the Unitarian 
Service Committee came to our attention with the appearance of a Mr. Linscott 
Tyler before a group of the Executive Committee of the Unitarian Service Com- 


mittee. 


Mr. Linscott Tyler stated he was an ex-F.B.I. man. 


Before this small 


group of our Executive Committee, Mr. Tyler produced a photostatic copy of a 


letter from Paris written by Mr. Francis Henson to Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr. 


The 


Unitarian Service Committee was not allowed to have a copy of this letter and 


has been unable to date to obtain a copy. 
A summary of the charges contained in this letter 


mittee was allowed to see it. 


are as follows: 


1. That the European program of the 
Unitarian Service Committee is Com- 
munist dominated. That the Board of 
Ministers governing the affairs of the 
Unitarian Service Committee in Boston 
knows this and explains it on the basis 
that the end justifies the means. 

2. That Mme Herta Tempi, Director 
for France, is a secret member of the 
German Communist Party; and that Mr. 
Noel H. Field, European Director, is 
certainly a member of the American 
Communist Party and probably an 
N.K.V.D. agent. 

The date of Mr. Tyler’s interview with 
our Committee was approximately the 
middle of July. During the last week 
in July a document arrived in this 
office addressed to us by the Solidaridad 
Democratica Espanola. The Solidaridad 
Democratica is the organization in 
France which is the relief arm of the 
Spanish Socialist Party. The particular 
document that came to our attention 
came from the Toulouse office, and it 
contained a series of charges which may 
be summed up in the following way: 


One case cited 


The Unitarian Service Committee was 
charged by the Solidaridad Democratica 
Espanola in Toulouse with discriminat- 
ing against Socialists in preference to 
Communists. It was pointed out that 
our warehouse carried the sign of the 
French Communist Party. The charge 
was made that relief supplies destined 
for Spaniards had been distributed at a 
Communist picnic at Sportsman Park 
in Toulouse held on July 14. The case 
of one Spaniard, a Socialist at the Var- 
sovie Hospital administered by the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee, who had, it 
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However, one member of our Com- 


MEMORANDUM ON RELATIONS WITH 
SOLIDARIDAD DEMOCRATICA 
ESPANOLA 


Between June 1 and June 15 a letter 
was sent to the Solidaridad Democratica 
Espanola inviting them to submit lists of 
cases for our consideration. This was 
the same letter which was sent to 28 other 
Spanish organizations in Toulouse. On 
August 22, Dr. Rodriguez and Mr. Sanchez 
visited the fice of the Unitarian Service 
Committee and submitted a list. Dr. 
Rodriguez made a request that his organ- 
ization be permitted to distribute food 
parcels to their members in_ hospitals. 
Although this constituted an exception to 
our usual procedure, it was decided to 
try it out by giving them 12 food parcels 
twice a month. On August 30, Mr. San- 
chez visited the office alone and presented 
the second list. 


SUMMARY 


June 15 - letter sent asking for 


case names 
Aug. 22 - 
Aug. 30 -_ second list presented 
Total: two lists making up 95 


needy families; a request made for 
parcels to be distributed by the 


first list presented 


Solidaridad to their members in 
hospitals. 
Sept. 3, 1946 - wrote Sanchez 


that 12 food parcels were ready. 
Sept. 6, 1946 - 
the food parcels 


Sept. 11, 1946 - Sanchez brought 
back receipts and questionnaires. 


Sanchez came for 


To date the Unitarian Service Commit- 
tee has aided 34 cases of the Solidaridad 
Democratica Espanola and offered help 
to 10 more who have not yet appeared. 


eS EF 


ment was characterized by abusive lan- 
guage, a vagueness as to detail, and 
many repetitions of the same incidents. 
The same charges were leveled in this 
document against the relief -work con- 
ducted among Spaniards in Lyon and 
Marseilles although nothing specific was 
presented. 


Investigators appointed 


Early in August the Unitarian Service 
Committee took action to investigate 
these charges by the appointment of a 
special investigating committee to pro- 
ceed to France for the purpose of sur- 
veying our work with particular refer- 
ence to Spaniards. This Committee, 
composed of Mr. William Emerson, 
Chairman of the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee; Dr. John Howland Lathrop, 
Minister of the Church of Our Saviour 
in Brooklyn, New York; and Rev. Ed- 
ward A. Cahill, Associate Director of 
the Unitarian Service Committee, was 
also charged with the duty of interview- 
ing Mr. Henson in Paris for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining what evidence he 
had to present to back up his charges. 

By September 8 all three members of 
the special investigating committee were 
in Paris and had conferred together 
with the European Director concerning 
the problem. On September 10 in Paris 
a conference of all our delegates from 
all over France was gathered for the 
purpose of reporting directly to this 
Committee on the work that they had 
been carrying out. The minutes of this 
Paris Conference have been printed and 
are available for limited circulation. 


No evidence to submit 


The investigating committee arranged 
a conference with Mr. Henson on the 
evening of September 10 in Paris and 
took up with him the specific charges 
which he had made against the Com- 
mittee and against two of our top per- 
sonnel in Europe. Mr. Henson indi- 


_ cated in direct statement to Mr. Emer- 


son, Dr. Lathrop and Mr. Cahill in the 
presence of the two accused, Mr. Field 
and Mme Tempi, that he had no evi- 
dence to back up his charge but that it 
was common talk everywhere. The only 
reference to any particular source that 
he made was to the American Embassy. 
Repeated questioning of Mr. Henson 


revealed that there was absolutely no — 
substance to his charges beyond his — 


personal opinions and that he had no 
evidence which he could submit to the 
Committee. He explained that his 
sources were confidential and would 
not permit the use of their names. 


is claimed, been mistreated was cited. 
It was also claimed that 90 per cent of 
our staff was Communist. The docu- 


The next day the investigating com- 
mittee went to see Mr. Hugh Fullerton 
in the American Embassy in Paris and 
placed the whole matter before him. 
He indicated that various reports had 
come to the Paris Embassy but that 
he was not acquainted with their nature 
or with any specific details and that 
these reports had been forwarded as a 
matter of routine to the Security Divi- 
sion of the State ence in Wash- 
ington. 

On September 11 Dr. Lathrop and 
Mr. Cahill proceeded to Toulouse for 
the purpose of going into the Spanish 
relief projects in greater detail. It was 
decided by the Committee in Paris that 
our investigations should be of the 
character of our relief operations among 
Spaniards and that we should take par- 
ticular care to discover whether our 
principle of nondiscrimination was be- 
ing scrupulously observed. The report 
of Dr. Lathrop and Mr. Cahill of the 
activities of the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee in the Toulouse area among 
Spaniards follows. 


Only one of 29 complains 


We should like to call attention to the 
documents published below. Among 
them is a list of 29 organizations and 
agencies of the Spaniards in Toulouse 
who have been contacted by the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee and who have 
referred specific cases for our attention. 
Particular attention is called to the date 
upon which the letter to the Solidaridad 
Democratica Espanola was sent invit- 
ing them to submit cases and the date 
upon which they replied; namely, two 
months later. There is a memorandum 
describing the relations between our 
delegate in Toulouse, Miss Persis Mil- 
ler, of California, idk the representa- 
tives of the Solidaridad Democratica 
Espanola. 

In Lyon after repeated bickerings be- 
tween the representatives of the three 
Solidaridad organizations representing 
Socialists, Communists and Anarchists, 
Mme Betterman in Lyon insisted that 
all three get together and submit a 
single case list approved by all three. 
Photo copies of these documents are 
included. 


Dr. Lathrop and Mr. Cahill have re- 
ported that they are completely satis- 
fied that our staff in Toulouse, Lyon, 
and Marseilles have done a magnificent 
job of applying the basic Unitarian 
Service Committee’s principle of non- 
discrimination to an extremely delicate 
and tense political situation among the 
Spaniards. It is significant that of the 
29 organizations with whom we co- 
operate in Toulouse only one has ever 
registered any complaints. 


* 
{ 


Report on Survey Trip 


to the Toulouse Area 


Paris, September 17, 1946 


Participants: Rev. Edward A. Cahill 
and Dr. John H. Lathrop. 
Object of Survey: To ascertain 


whether the principle of nondiscrimina- 
tion is being applied by our staff with 
particular reference to Spanish projects. 
To meet key members of our staff and 
obtain an impression of their person- 
ality, character and general ability. 


Itinerary: Left Paris, September 11, 
1946; Toulouse, September 12; Pau, 
Meillon and St. Goin, September 14; 
St. Jean de Luz, September 15; 
Paris, September 16. 


return 


Projects Visited: Toulouse — Office, 
Varsovie Hospital and Dispensary; 
Meillon Convalescent Home; St. Goin 
-—Children’s Home; St. Jean de Luz— 
Children’s Home. 


Staff Members Interviewed: Miss 
Persis Miller, Delegate for the Toulouse 
Area; Dr. Parra, Director of Varsovie 
Hospital and Dispensary; Dr. Rovira, 
Director of Meillon; Dr. Bosch, Director 
of St. Goin; Miss MacIntyre, Director 
of St. Jean de Luz. 


(Note: At all projects we met the 
entire staffs, but due to language difficul- 
ties our conversations were limited.) 


The Toulouse delegation 


On arrival in Toulouse we went 
directly to the office of the Unitarian 
Service Committee and found Miss Mil- 
ler. The delegation had recently moved 
into new quarters after a five-month 
search. The quarters, formerly work- 
ers’ barracks of an aviation company, 
have been nationalized and are now 
rented by the U.S.C. from the municipal 
authorities. For the first time the Tou- 
louse Delegation has space enough un- 
der one roof for the office, warehouse, 
vestiaire and dispensary. The dispen- 
sary will move into the new quarters as 
soon as structural changes now in proc- 
ess are completed. In the meantime, 
the dispensary functions in its old 
quarters not far distant. 

One of the accusations made against 
the U.S.C. by the Solidaridad Demo- 


cratica Espanola was that our warehouse 


had on it the sign of the French Com- 
munist Party. This accusation was dis- 
cussed with Miss Miller, and we were 
completely satisfied with her explana- 
tion, which follows: The old warehouse 
had been rented originally from the 
F.F.I. (French Forces of the Interior) 
who held the lease of an entire barracks, 
of which the U.S.C. occupied a small 


portion. 
Background of Communist charge 


After we had occupied this por- 
tion of the warehouse for a_ short 
time, the F. F. I. went out of existence 
and the F.F.I. lease was taken over by 
the French Communist Party who 
promptly hung out their sign on their 
building, which they had every right to 
do. On the other hand the U.S.C. was 
free to move out, which is precisely 
what the delegation attempted to do. 
For five months the staff of the U.S.C., 
with the aid of the various municipal 
authorities concerned as well as with 
the co-operation of two government 
ministries, attempted to find new quar- 
ters. The problem is now solved, new 
quarters have been found and the dele- 
gation has moved out of the old ware- 
house. Three weeks after the warehouse 
had been moved, the Solidaridad Demo- 
cratica Espanola repeated the old 
charge in a new letter of attack upon 
the U.S.C. which was sent to the Paris 
office. 

In spite of improvement the working 
conditions are far from ideal. The staff 
is still crowded, appeals are increasing 
and the work is done under the handi- 
cap of lack of space and privacy for 
the delegate and the case workers. This 
situation is not unique for Toulouse, 
however. 

The work of the Toulouse Delegation 
consists of clothing and food distribu- 
tion at receptions held three times a 
week, as well as distribution by mail to 
people who live some distance from 
Toulouse. Further, the delegation does 
individual case work, selects the chil- 
dren and adults who attend our rest 
homes and children’s homes. Dr. 
Lathrop and Mr. Cahill went into the 
details of this operation and made a 
complete survey of the records. They 
were convinced that the work is being 
carried on in a completely nondiscrim- 
inatory manner. 

The dispensary has been under the 
direction of Dr. Parra since it opened 
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in February, 1946. Up through the 
time of our: visit over 8000 visits of 
patients had been handled. Dr. Parra 
assured us that no questions are ever 
asked about a patient’s politics. When 
we examined the files and records of 
the dispensary, we found no indications 
or marks disclosing the political per- 
suasion of the patient. Dr. Parra told 
us that the dispensary’s doors are open 
to all who have need and that no one 
was ever turned away. Miss Miller 
confirmed this, and in fact was a bit 
critical of this “open door policy” of 
the dispensary. She feels that many 
patients who are served might be found 
to be able to pay for their treatment if 
a proper investigation could be made. 
Dr. Parra stated that he would rather 
err on the side of liberality in the case 
of medical treatment. ‘ The staff of the 
dispensary has been too overworked to 
date to make a proper social worker’s 
investigation of our clients. Miss Mil- 
ler hopes to be able to add a trained 
social worker to the staff of the dis- 
pensary in the near future to do this 
work more adequately. 

The dispensary, in addition to its 
daily receptions, performs the medical 
examinations for all the candidates for 
our rest homes and children’s projects 
for the Toulouse area. The purpose of 
this examination is to weed out those 
with contagious diseases, and to provide 
the doctors at the rest homes with as 
complete a medical case history as pos- 
sible. Medical data of people return- 
ing from the rest homes is provided the 
dispensary so that a proper follow-up 
may be accomplished. All applicants 
for supplementary food parcels, with 
the exception of those already in hos- 
pitals, must be examined at the dis- 
pensary and medical need established. 


All “processed” 


From time to time exceptions to this 
rule have been made to the extent of 
accepting the certificate of a private 
French doctor. However, insofar as 
is possible, Miss Miller insists that all 
applicants, even those who do possess a 
certificate from a private doctor, be 
processed through the dispensary. Spe- 
cial clinics are conducted at specified 
times for tuberculosis, venereal disease, 
eye, etc. The files of the dispensary 
contain complete records of the names 
of all patients, the number of times they 
have visited the clinic, diagnosis, pre- 
scription, treatment given, etc. At no 
point is any examination made of a 
man’s politics and there is no record of 
the organizations represented by the 
clients. 

The Varsovie Hospital is located in 
an inadequate, old private dwelling. 
The plumbing, in general, can only be 
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described as primitive. In the face of 
the physical equipment we were amazed 
at what was being accomplished. The 
hospital has 50 beds, 14 of which are 
for tuberculosis patients. Of the 36 
remaining two are for women, six for 
surgical and the rest for general cases. 
It should be said that Dr. Parra is anx- 
ious to have the tuberculosis cases re- 
moved and is hopeful that a permanent 
solution may be found. At present, 
however, the only alternative to keep- 
ing the cases is to dismiss them. The hos- 
pital also contains a pharmacy and a 
primitive operating room. While we 
were visiting the hospital a patient died, 
and later while being shown the garage 
we found the body on a stretcher cov- 
ered with a sheet waiting to be carried 
off. Space is at such a premium that 
the garage is used as a mortuary. 


Founded by Resistance forces 


The history of the hospital is im- 
portant in understanding its program 
and policy. The Varsovie Hospital was 
founded by the F.F.I. and supported 
with F.F.I. funds at first and later by 
French government funds. It was 
designated as a military hospital for the 
sick and wounded Spanish fighters and 
their families in the F.F.I. Its staff 
was appointed by the government. 
When the F.F.I. was dissolved the con- 
tinued operation of the hospital was 
threatened. At this point the U.S.C., 
first with its own funds and later with 
funds from the Joint Anti-Fascist Ref- 
ugee Committee, saved the hospital by 
undertaking its financial support. The 
original policy of admitting Spanish 
members of the F.F.I. who were 
wounded or who needed medical care 
was continued, and the practice of this 
policy today provides the principal 
source of patients. 


Attracts Spaniards like magnet 


The organization called “Amicale des 
Anciens ~F.F.I Espagnols” (Spanish 
Veterans of the Maquis in France) rec- 
ommends the majority of the cases 
accepted. Others are referred by the 
U.S.C. Dispensary, and a few, especially 
those who come from great distances, 
are accepted on the statement of French 
doctors. It should be noted that Varso- 
vie is the only hospital in France where 
Spanish doctors operate and this pro- 
vides the magnet that attracts Spaniards 
from all over France. With 45,000 
Spaniards in Toulouse alone, one can 
imagine the demands made upon a 50 
bed hospital. About 25 operations are 
performed each month (most of them 
minor) and there are, at present, 38 
patients on the waiting list for surgical 
treatment. 


The story of Dr. Torrubia’s resigna- 


tion as head of the hospital and thel 
appointment of Dr. Parra is contained 
in Miss Miller’s report delivered at the 
Paris Conference on September 10, the 
minutes of which have been sent to the 
Boston office. It should be said, how- 
ever, that the action leading up to the 
acceptance of Dr. Torrubia’s resigna- 
tion began a considerable period of 
time before the attacks upon the U.S.C., 
and upon him came to our attention: 
The reasons for the acceptance of his 
resignation, as Miss Miller states, were 
purely administrative. 


Meillon and St. Goin visited 


Dr. Lathrop and Mr. Cahill visited 


-the convalescent home at Meillon and 
the new children’s project at St. Goin. 


The home at Meillon is under the joint 
direction of Dr. Bosch and Dr. Rovira. 
Dr. Bosch, who has been connected with 
the home since the days before U.S.C. 
support when it was located at Lourdes, 
has been busy organizing and directing 
the new children’s home at St. Goin. 
You are referred to the minutes of the 
Paris Conference for a complete de- 
scription of these two institutions. We 
can only add that’ we did find two 
splendidly functioning institutions which 
are a credit to the U.S.C. The homes 
were spotlessly clean and neat, and the 
morale was excellent; the staff seemed 
devoted to the work. 


Our visit to the children’s home at 
St. Jean de Luz was very brief, and 
there was not time to go into affairs 
there with any thoroughness. The pur- 
pose of our visit was to give us a 
glimpse at another institution flying the 
flag of the U.S.C. as a basis of compari- 
son. 


Solidaridad Democratica Espanola 


This organization is associated with 
the Prieto and Largo Caballero Social- 
ists, and gives relief only to this brand 
of Socialists. There are 29 organiza- 
tions for Spaniards in Toulouse, of 
which this organization is one. Published 
with this report is a memorandum 
written by Miss Persis Miller describing 
the relations she had with the officials 
of this group. Miss Miller told Dr. 
Lathrop and Mr. Cahill that Dr. Rodri- 
guez and Mr. Sanchez were threaten- 
ing and impolite in their attitude toward 
her. This organization according to 
Miss Miller has been sending to every 
reception center literally hordes of 
cases who can best’ be described as 
provocateurs. Cases coming from this 
organization, which has been informed 
in writing of the categories that we will 
accept, rarely conform to our require- 
ments, and when turned away are in- 
clined to make scenes and threaten the 
social workers. Mme Betterman, dele- 


gate of the Lyon office, reported at the 
Paris Conference that she had had 
similar threats of physical violence, 
even to the extent of threatening to burn 
down her house. She has announced 
that she has a revolver in her possession 
and is prepared to use it if necessary. 
Mrs. Spiegel of Marseilles reports an 
increasing number of provocateurs, and 
recently in Paris the campaign has be- 
come noticeable. It would seem, from 
all this evidence, that the S.D.E. is en- 
gaging in a deliberate campaign of 
flooding our various offices dealing with 
Spaniards with cases which fall outside 
our categories. 


Categories of Spanish cases 


accepted by the U.S.C. 


Between the dates of June 1 and 
15, Miss Miller sent a letter to the 29 
Spanish organizations in Toulouse ex- 
plaining our policy and inviting them 
to send the names of their members who 
fitted our policy. This letter is ap- 
pended in full, but we think it proper to 
quote a portion in this report. 


The Unitarian Service Committee can come 
to the help of only those Republican Spaniards 
who teok refuge in France in 1939. We must 
demand also that everyone who asks for aid 
must be recommended to us by a Spanish 
organization, either political, trade union, or 
relief. Since we receive many more requests 
than we can satisfy, we must insist that the 
Spanish organizations recommend to us only 
those persons who are truly needy and who 
are worthy of help. The mere presentation 
of a card of membership or of a certificate 
guaranteeing membership in any organization 
is not enough. 


We are sure that you will agree with us 
that cases should be chosen in accordance 
with their needs and not simply in the order 
in which they apply for help. . . . But above 
all we wish to help the Spaniards who are in 
need because they lost their health in the 
fight for liberty, either in Spain or in France. 
And we beg you to send us cases who receive 
help from no other relief committee. 


A word should be said here to indi- 
cate that at the present time there are 
many Spaniards coming over the 
border from Spain. These are new 
refugees, among whom there are many 
spies, Fascists and provocateurs. It 
is almost impossible to make any check 
on these people. Since our resources 
are limited, it has been the decision of 
the staff to confine our aid to the ref- 
ugees of 1939 and in addition to in- 
clude those who may have come over 
at a later date but whose record in the 
French Resistance is clear. 


U.S.C. relations with Spanish 


organizations in Toulouse 


During the first two weeks of June, 
Miss Miller sent a letter (which is ap- 
pended) to 29 Spanish organizations 
inviting them to send lists of members 
to the U.S.C. who would endeavor to 


provide clothing and supplementary 
food parcels. This list of organizations 
was obtained from a Colonel Castillo 
who is in charge of Spanish affairs at 
the Prefecture in Toulouse. The purpose 
of the letter was to get as broad a pic- 
ture as possible in specific terms of the 
relief needs of the Toulouse area among 
the Spaniards of all groups. Of the 29 
organizations to whom letters were sent, 
20 have replied as of this date. The 
family names of 3000 were submitted. 
The Toulouse staff is in the process of 
contacting these people and providing 


them with clothing and food. The 
Solidaridad did not reply to this letter 
until August 22. Ninety-two family 
names involving 200 people have been 
submitted, and on August 23, 13 letters 
went out from the Toulouse office invit- 
ing individuals named by the S.D.E. to 
come in for relief. The remainder of 
the list will be handled as soon as pos- 
sible. As far as we can discover no 
other organization has made any com- 
plaints. 
Dr. Joun Howianp LATHROP 
Rev. Epwarp A. CAHILL 


Letter Sent by Toulouse Delegation to Spanish Organizations 
(June 1 to 15, 1946) 


he: Presidente... «.cee. 


Dear Sir: 


The Unitarian Service Committee helps Spanish Republicans as you know. 


How- 


ever, our means of assistance are limited and we cannot help all those who come to 


our office. 


who are the people whom we can aid. 


For this reason we should like to expiain to the Spanish organizations 


The Unitarian Service Committee can come to the help of only those Republican 


Spaniards who took refuge in France in 1939. 


We must demand also that everyone 


who asks for aid must be recommended to us by a Spanish organization, either political 


or trade union or relief. 


Since we receive many more requests than we can satisfy, 


we must insist that the Spanish organizations recommend to us only those persons 


who are truly needy and who are worthy of help. 


The mere presentation of a card 


of membership or of a certificate guaranteeing membership in any organization is 


not enough. 


We are sure that you will agree with us that cases should be chosen in accord- 


ance with their needs and not simply in the order in which they apply for help. In 


order to simplify and facilitate your work and ours, it would be well for each organiza- 


tion to submit to us a list of the names of especially needy persons. 


already said, we cannot accept more than a limited number of cases. 


As we have 
These lists 


will give us an idea of the needs of the Spanish emigration and will permit us to 


distribute our stock in the most equitable manner. 


people whose names appear on these lists. 


Henceforth we can help only 


We should like to call your attention to the fact that people living in the coun- 


try are in especial need of clothing. 


families and in single men working in groups in the country. 
be recommended, like all the others, by the central office of their organizations. 


At the moment we are most interested in large 


These persons should 
We 


cannot accept recommendations of local organizations. 


But above all we wish to help the Spaniards who are in need because they lost 


their health in the fight for liberty, either in Spain or in France. 


And we beg you 


to send us cases who receive help from no other relief committee. 


Thanking you in advance for your co-operation, we beg you to accept the express- 


ion of our respectful regards. 


PERSIS MILLER 
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The 29 Spanish Agencies 


in the Toulouse Area 


Representing every shade of political thought 
among refugee Spaniards, all 29 organizations 
refer cases to Unitarian Service Committee 


Political Parties 


10 Rue de Languedoc 


IZQUIERDA;:RERUBLICANA ©). 5..5..:c\ceyeret 0, cecrutaeke tus nce a soca een 74 families 


Cafe de la Paix, Place du Capitole 


ESQUERRA REPUBLICANA DE CATALUNYA..:... ER at eee oe individual cases 


Cafe Florida, Place du Capitole 


PARTIDO SOCIALISTA OBRERO ESPANOL ........................ 219 families 


11 Rue Alexandre Fourtanier 


PARTIDO SOCIALISTA OBRERO ESPANOL.....................- individual cases 


69 Rue du Taur 


PARTIDO SOCIALISTA UNIFICADA DE CATALUNYA............... 200 families 


14 Traversiere de Calais 


PARTIDO COMMUNISTA © 305 acho ous oecs aly ele Seba es ee Se HE oun 58 cases 


9 Rue des Coffres 


Trade Union Organizations 


CONFEDERACION NACIONAL DE TRABAJO........ 25 families and individual cases 


2 Rue St. Bernard 


CONFEDERACION NACIONAL DE TRABAJO.................... individual cases 


47 Rue Jonquieres 


UNION GENERAL DE TRABAJADORES ...................0005- individual cases 


69 Rue du Taur 


UNION GENERAL DE TRABAJADORES................. he, Ieee: 200 families 


Bourse du Travail 


Relief Organizations 


GRULEROJOSESPANOLA “oer tein cee nes ome te eee. | ee individual cases 


50 Rue Pargaminieres 


SOLIDARIDAD ESPANOLA ..................... 65 families and individual cases 


11 Rue Alexandre Fourtanier 


SOLIDARIDAD DEMOCRATICA ESPANOLA......... 92 families and individual cases 


69 Rue du Taur 


SOLIDARIDAD INTERNACIONAL ANTIFASCISTA................ individual cases 


Bourse du Travail 


COMITE D’ENTR’AIDE AUX ESPANOLS.................... no recommendations 


28 Rue Louis Herault 


Various Organizations 


- 


4 Rue de Belfort 


AMICALE DES ANCIENS F. F. 1. ESPANOLS........ PEN ce hy oe 190 families 


11 Rue Alexandre Fourtanier 


ASOCIACION SOLIDARIDAD CUERPO SEGURIDAD............... individual cases 


4 Rue de Belfort 


SECCION( DE CARABINEROS., 0233 0.5255. © Seti tin oe ee eta, ce 6 families 


44 Rue St. Rome 


FEDERACION ESPANOLA DE DEPORTADOS..................... individual cases 


7 Rue des Arts 


LIGA DE MUTILADOS y INVALIDOS DE GUERRA.................. 110 families 


18 Place Dupuy 


LIGA DE INTELECTUALES ESPANOLES..................... no recommendations 


97 Rue de Fenouillet 


JUVENTUDES SOCIALISTAS UNIFICADAS..........:.....25.5..5... 30 families 


24 Allee Frederic Mistral 


FEDERACION DE JUVENTUDES SOCIALISTAS.................. individual cases 


69 Rue du Taur 


UNION DE MUJERES ESPANOLAS.......... individual cases and list in preparation 


11 Rue Alexandre Fourtanier 


UNION DE DONES DE CATALUNYA... .cicc8.tr. &. Sie a 5 Gocco ee 30 cases 


Cafe Florida, Place du Capitole 


CASALYCATALA:.. 4 foc a eee meee? 50 families 


Cafe Florida, Place du Capitole 


ESTADO MAYOR, MINISTERIO DE DEFENSA.................... individual cases 


50 Rue Roquelaine 
§12 


Replies Received 
UNIONIREPUBLICANAG TS. rrr tee cree rr ene tie cs eee er 18 families 


AGRUPACIONFMIPITAR (Sate Gunite cus eo news lo, eR eniee Stine. as 80 families 


NUMBER OF SPANISH CASES HELPED 
BY THE PARIS OFFICE OF THE UNITAR- 
IAN SERVICE COMMITTEE FOR JULY, 
WITH DISTRIBUTION OF CASES BY 


- ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANIZATIONS CASES 
Comite d’aide aux Republicain — 30 

Espanols ‘ 
Solidarite Democratique 20 
Solidarite Espanole 30 
Solidarite de la Police | 15) 
Confederation Nationale du Trayail 45 

(C. N. T.) 
Croix Rouge Espagnole 35 
Union Republicaine 10 
Ministere de I’Emigration 6 
Comite France-Espagne 10 
Union des Femmes Espagnoles 20 
Union des Femmes Catalanes 10 
Ligue des Mutiles 30 
Federation des Deportes et Internes 30 
Personnalites republicaines diverses 10 
Union Generale des Trayailleurs 50 

(U. G. T.) 

TOTAL 361 


SY 
Danan —————————— 


Among the Spanish relief organiza- 
tions that have sent applicants for aid 
to the Unitarian Service Committee, 
there have been all shadings of political 
opinion, from far right to far left; and 
these agencies occasionally were in 
sharp competition. 


On the opposite page are shown 
photostatic copies of lists of refugees 
who were finally approved by all three 
of the competing Spanish “solidar- 
idads,” as the Spanish relief agencies 
are called. They were submitted as ap- 
plicants for aid to the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee delegation at Lyon. 
Signatures and seals of the three poli- 
tically competitive “‘solidaridads” are 
clearly shown. 

From these photostats it is plain that 
the three rivals in politics were entirely 
aware that the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee was eager to help all victims of 
Fascism regardless of politics. ; 

Naturally, all applicants could not 
be accepted because of limitations of 
money on the part of the Committee; 
and those who were reluctantly turned 
away sometimes seemed to feel that 
they were being discriminated against 
because of their political affiliations. — 
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‘THE PUBLIC HEARS THE STORY 


Press Release 
OCTOBER 17 


The Unitarian Service Committee has 
accepted the invitation of Ernie Adamson, 
counsel for the House Committee jon 
Un-American Activities, to meet with 
Mr. Adamson and Chairman John S. 
Wood, of his Committee, at 2:30 P. M. 
Monday, October 21, in Room 536, House 
Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Representing the Unitarian Service 
Committee will be Rev. Howard L. 
Brooks, acting executive director; Rev. 
Edward Cahill, associate director, recently 
returned from Europe; and Mrs. Alexis 
O. Hay, assistant to the director. 


The Unitarian Service Committee in- 
vites press coverage of this meeting. 


In accepting the Committee’s invitation 
to come to Washington Monday, Tuesday 
or Wednesday, Rev. Brooks sent the fol- 
lowing wire to Mr. Adamson: ‘Have 
adjusted appointments enabling us to ac- 
cept your invitation to meet with you 
‘Monday afternoon. We are glad to help 
out on the newspapers as you suggested 
by notifying them of meeting time and 
place. Please confirm hour and meeting 
room.” 


In response to press inquiries in Boston, 
Rev. Brooks said: “Our affairs are an 
open book. Our operating reports and 
financial reports have been regularly sup- 
plied to the proper governmental authori- 


ties since we began operations. War- 
time cable correspondence is on file in 
the Office of Naval Censorship. We are 


happy at all times to review our relief 
and service record with responsible 
groups and the press.” 


The photostatic copies on the op- 
posite page show names of Spanish 
refugees referred to the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee regularly by many 
Spanish organizations—“solidaridads” 
and others—which reflect all shades of 
political opinion. Anyone familiar with 
present-day Spanish groups will rec- 
ognize these differences by a single 
glance at the letterheads reproduced 
here. 

Obviously, each one was aware of 
the fact that the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee gives its aid regardless of the 
politics of the needy. 
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From “Boston Globe” 


OCTOBER 18 


UNITARIAN GROUIP TO APPEAR 
BEFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE 


The Unitarian Service Committee has 
been invited and has accepted an invita- 
tion to relate its activities in helping to 
feed the destitute of Europe to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 


Ernie Adamson, chief counsel for the 
committee, issued the invitation after a 
visit to Boston during which he talked 
with, among other persons, Howard L. 
Brooks, acting executive director of the 
Unitarian Service Committee. 


Mr. Brooks today sent Adamson the 
following telegram: 


“Have adjusted appointments enabling 
us to accept your invitation to meet with 
you Monday afternoon at 1:30. We are 
glad to help out on newspapers as you 
suggested by notifying them as to meet- 
ing time and place. Please confirm hour 
and meeting place.” 


Mr. Brooks offered the following addi- 


tional statement: 
“Our affairs are an open book. Our 
operating reports and financial reports 


have been regularly supplied to the proper 
governmental authorities since we began 
operations. Wartime cable correspond- 
ence is on file in the office of naval cen- 


sorship. We are happy at ail times to 
review our relief and service record 
with responsible groups and with the 


press.” 


The Unitarian Service Committee said 
in one of its latest reports, “If Unitarians 
have thought that the hundreds of tons 
sent. through the warehouse were all gifts 
of Unitarian churches, it will be of high 
interest to them to know that many other 
groups have had the same idea if not the 
same facilities. 


“For some of these organizations, the 
service committee’s wholesale buyer, Miss 
Cornelia Tillotson, had made purchases; 
for some, the workers in the warehouse 
have merely done the baling and crating; 
for most, however, it has meant baling, 
crating, packing and shipping. 


“Included in the list are American- 
Austrian Council; American Committee 
for the Relief of German Needy; Amer- 
ican Hungarian Relief, Inc.; American 
Relief for Greek Democracy; American 
Youth for World Youth; Alliance Service 
Committee; Associated Austrian Relief; 
Austrian American Tribune; Harvard 
University Emergency Relief Committee; 
Self-Help of Emigres from Central Eu- 
rope, Inc.; Spanish Refugee Appeal of the 
Joint Anti - Fascist Committee; Teachers’ 
Goodwill Service; United Ukranian Amer- 
ican Relief Committee; Universalist Serv- 
ice Committee; World Christmas Festival, 
and the World Mothers’ League.” 


Telegram 
OCTOBER 16 


WILLIAM EMERSON 

CHAIRMAN UNITARIAN SERVICE 
COMMITTEE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


WE THE UNDERSIGNED ARE PROUD 
OF YOU AS OUR SPOKESMAN NOT 
ONLY IN DEFENSE OF A SPLENDID 
ANTIFASCIST COMMITTEE BUT OF 
AN EVEN MORE UNIVERSAL CAUSE. 
THE VERY ORIGINS OF AMERICAN 
HISTORY TEACH US TO FIGHT FOR 
LIBERTY. ALL CHRISTIANITY 
TEACHES US TO CARE FOR OUR 
NEIGHBOR. DON’T DEFEND YOUR- 
SELVES. TELL THE WOOD-RANKIN 
COMMITTEE THAT SPANISH REFU- 
GEES IN FRANCE LACK BLANKETS 
LACK TROUSERS. ASK THE ‘COM- 
MITTEE MEMBERS FOR MORE MON- 
EY TO HELP THESE NEIGHBORS. 


signed: ROBERT M LANE, HELEN 
LANE, HENRY COPLEY 
GREENE, ROSALIND HUIDER- 


KOPER GREENE. 


From “The Nation” 
OCTOBER 26 


During most of the life of the Seventy- 
ninth Congress a petition was pending in 
the House to bring up a motion to abolish 
the Wood-Rankin Committee. It is com- 
mon knowledge that the principal reason 
why this petition did not obtain the re- 
quired number of signatures was the 
firm position taken against it by Joseph 
Martin, the Republican leader. 


In his present campaign for. re-election 
Martin is running a close race with his 
Democratic opponent, Martha Sharp, an 
able and liberal young woman. His prin- 
cipal weapon in the campaign is. the 
ridiculous charge that Mrs. Sharp is a 
Communist. The close tie between 
Martin and Rankin is revealed by the 
fact that after the campaign got under 
way the Rankin committee started an 
investigation of the Unitarian Service 
Committee and its overseas work. This 
was chiefly in the hope of finding mate- 
rial that could be used against Mrs. Sharp, 
who acted as agent for the Unitarian 
Service Committee abroad in 1940 and 
again in 1945. 


For the relief work which she did in 
Portugal as agent for the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee, Mrs. Sharp was decorated 
by the Portuguese government, which is 
Catholic and strongly conservative. This 
alone is sufficient to refute the charge 
that she is a Communist. 


We have here the remarkable spectacle 
of a committee, headed by a Democrat 
and professedly seeking to expose un- 
American activities, itself engaged in the 
un-American activity of assisting one 
candidate—who happens to be a Repub- 
lican—in disseminating false charges 
against his opponent during a campaign. 
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Meeting with Representative 


Wood, Ernie 


Adamson 


Notes of meeting of U.S.C. representatives 
with Chairman Wood of Wood-Rankin Committee 
and Mr. Ernie Adamson on Oct. 21, 1946 


The Unitarian Service Committee 
representatives were: William Emer- 
son, Chairman, Judge Lawrence Brooks, 
Howard L. Brooks, Edward A. Cahill, 
Mrs. Alexis O. Hay, Melvin Arnold 
and Hubert Holloway, Washington 
representative of the Institute of Public 
Relations. 

The Chairman swore in Howard L. 
Brooks and asked him to answer all 
questions for the group, but explained 
that he would be free to consult the 
other members of the delegation. 

Adamson explained to the Chairman 
that he had visited the U.S.C. offices 
several times and had had very pleasant 
meetings with the staff and had found 
them very co-operative. He said that 
the relationship between the Service 
Committee and the American Unitarian 
Association was very complicated and 
that he would like to have Mr. Brooks 
go into this in some detail. 

Brooks explained that the U.S.C. is 
a standing committee of the American 
Unitarian Association which is the offi- 
cial body of the Unitarian churches 
of America. . . that members of the 
committee are appointed by the A.U.A. 
board. . . that it holds meetings monthly 
and that its executive committee meets 
weekly. . . that it has about 25 mem- 
bers. 

Adamson asked that a current list of 
U.S.C. members be sent to him. 

Adamson asked how the A.U.A. board 
was elected and Brooks explained that 
all churches elect delegates who meet in 
May and vote on nominees. 

Adamson then said that among the 
material provided him by the U.S.C. 
from its files he had found a document 
made up of questions and answers. . . 
and read a quotation from it to the 
effect that the U.S.C. was not a part 
of any government.* 

Brooks replied that this was written 
by Rev. Waitstill H. Sharp, that he was 
not even on the U.S.C. payroll when he 
wrote it, that it.was merely a rough 
draft for a pamphlet that was being 
considered, that it was never adopted 
by the committee and was never pub- 


*Mr. Sharp’s statement referred to the inter- 
national, nonpartisan and humanitarian charac- 
ter of the program of the Unitarain Service 
Committee. 
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lished. Adamson suggested that it 
probably still represented the view- 
point of the committee and said that he 
would like to put it into the record 
for that purpose. Brooks objected to 
this and the matter was dropped. 

Adamson then asked how the Service 
Committee was financed and Brooks 
outlined the United Unitarian Appeal 
(at the end of the hearing Brooks real- 
ized that the National War Fund and 
other participants had not been men- 
tioned and offered to send a letter ex- 
plaining U.S.C. financial support in de- 
tail). 

Adamson then said that he had seen 
quite a lot of publicity in the Boston 
press on Rev. Stephen H. Fritchman 
and asked that Brooks discuss him. 

Brooks objected that the Service Com- 
mittee had nothing to do with the run- 
ning of the Register or the youth work 
and that he was scarcely competent to 
enlighten the Committee on this query. 

Adamson replied, “I understand he 
runs the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion,” and that therefore Brooks should 
be able to give him some information 
on such an important member of the 
Unitarian administration. 

Brooks explained that Fritchman was 
editor of The Christian Register and 
was also a member of the staff of the 
Division of Education. 

Adamson said that he understood that 
The Christian Register was a house or- 
gan of the A.U.A. and that therefore 
the U.S.C. would have an interest in 
it because it also is a part of the A.U.A. 

Brooks replied that the various com- 
mittees and departments of the A.U.A. 
report separately to the board and 
have no control of each other. 

Adamson produced a copy of the 
October issue of the Register and had 
it marked as an exhibit. He opened to 
page 423 and read the headline “A 
Flag Above the Stars and Stripes.’ He 
asked whether or not this came from 
the U.S.C. (See page 517). 

Brooks explained that this did not 
and went on to say that the Service 
Committee edited and paid for two 
pages in the Register monthly—in that 
issue pages 408 and 409. 

Adamson said that on page 378 he 


found a reference to a banquet and to 
collaboration between the U.S.C. and 


the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit- 


P vice. 


Brooks said that there had been 
some kind of a dinner, but the U.S.C. 
had had nothing to do with organizing 
it or putting it on. 7 

Adamson then asked that Brooks ex- 
plain the relationship between the 
U.S.C. and the J.A.F.R.C. 

Brooks said that the Congressional 
Committee had a copy of our fundamen- 
tal agreement . .. and that the 
J.A.F.R.C. turns the money over to us 
which we in turn are expected to ad- 
minister. . . and by agreement we are 
limited to certain geographical areas— 
today France; in the past Portugal and 
France. 

On questioning, Mrs. Hay explained 
that the receipts to date (to Sept. 20, 
1946) were $68,896.00—from the 
IAF RG 

Adamson said he found a letter in 
U.S.C. files from Miss Bryan giving the 
contributions up to March of last 
year as $144,000.00 total. He asked 
how long the relationship between the 
two organizations had been in effect. 

Mrs. Hay explained that some odd 
sums had come in (such as a $1,000 
contribution on May 2 of that year) 
in 1942 but that the regular receipt of 
funds began in the spring of 1943. She 
gave the total receipts between January, 
1943 and September, 1946 as $269,- 
280.12. 

Adamson told the Chairman that he 
had discussed with Miss Bryan the ar- 
ticle in newspapers and in Time maga- 
zine about Tito. .. . and about his quali- 
fications “to receive aid from the U.S.C. 
as a member of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade.” 

Brooks said that he was afraid that 
it was a misunderstanding, in fact he 
would have to deny the statement. . . “I 
have no idea whether Tito was a mem- 
ber of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. ” 

Cahill broke in to say that when 
Adamson was in his office the preceding 
week he had discussed with him the 
quotation in Howard Fast’s book. 

Brooks said that he had no idea 
whether Fast’s sources were accurate or 
reliable. . . and that at no time had 
the U.S.C. transferred any funds for or 
had anything to do with Tito. 

Cahill explained that the Service Com- 
mittee had not received any J.A.F.R.C. 
funds at the time Tito was alleged to 
have been helped by the J.A.F.R.C. 

Adamson then asked who determined 
what help was given overseas. 

' Brooks explained that the U.S.C. has 
set up standards for this, and that rely- 


ing upon his memory he would say that — 


the standards for the use of J.A.F.R.C. 
funds were (1) the Spanish refugees 


4 


4 


who went into exile at the end of 1939, 
at the close of the Spanish Civil War; 
(2) these people must qualify on the 
basis of need. ; 

Cahill interjected that the only 
strings on the money from the J.A.F.R.C. 
were: that the money must be spent for 
Spanish refugees and their families who 
left Spain through political persecution 
or who left Spain in 1939 as a result of 
the Spanish Civil War. He said that 
the money is spent according to human 
needs as determined by the staff. 

A long series of short questions and 
answers developed on the Inter-Govern- 
mental Committee on Refugees. Chair- 
man Wood wanted to know whether 
this was a committee of the A.U.A. or 
of the U.S.C. Brooks explained that it 
was set up by the governments them- 
selves. Then Adamson wanted to know 
how American money was appropriated 
for it. Both Brooks and Cahill said 
they were quite sure that the money 
was appropriated by Congress and that 
the U. S. participation was through the 
State Department. 

Adamson then said, “I assume none 
of you really knows where the Commit- 
tee gets its money.” 

Cahill said that he knew that the bulk 
of the money came from the U. S. and 
Britain. He said that the Intergovern- 
mental Committee had similar arrange- 
ments with the relief agencies of the 
Catholics and the Jews—that they all 
share in intergovernmental operations. 
He explained that the individual agen- 
cies make the preliminary decisions, 
spend their own money, and then are 
reimbursed if the Intergovernmental 
Committee agrees with their decisions 
after reviewing the case records. 

Adamson said, “If you help the 
right man you are reimbursed, and if 
you help the wrong man you are not 
reimbursed—not a bad system.” 

Adamson then said that he had found 
in U.S.C. files a contract with the 
J.A.F.R.C. dated 1945 which relates 
only to France. He said he presumed 
there was another one for Portugal. 

Brooks replied that he thought the 
one for France was the only one in 
force because the operations in Portu- 
gal were too small. 

Adamson produced a letter dated 
July, 1945 addressed to Cahill from the 
U.S.C. representative in Portugal in 
which there were references to “Bryan’s 
cases”. . . that the letter raised the 
question of whether Boston wished to 
continue working solely on Bryan’ 
cases. 

Cahill explained that “Bryan cases” 
was cable shorthand for the J.A.F.R.C. 

He said that there had been cuts in 
the budget and that they had been de- 
hating which projects to reduce or 
eliminate. The inference in the quota- 
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tion was not that all the cases on which 
they were working at the time were 
J.A.F.R.C., but that the question in their 
mind was whether our work in the 
future should be exclusively on 
J.A.F.R.C., eliminating the others. 

Adamson said that there was a heavy 
Communist concentration among the 
Spanish refugees; therefore the U.S.C. 
was heavily involved with Communism. 

Brooks replied that we did not permit 
relief to be used for political purposes. 

Adamson asked whether it made any 
difference to the U.S.C. that the Portu- 
gal police defined these Spanish refu- 
gees as Communists. 

Brooks explained that this was not 
the regular Portugal police, but a 
special unit that made a practice of 
classing all Spanish refugees as Com- 
munists no matter what parties they be- 
longed to (he listed a number of such 
parties). During this exchange Adam- 
son asked whether the Service Commit- 
tee asked prospective clients if they 
were Communists, and when told that 
this was not true he asked, “Then you 
are not interested in politics?” 

Brooks replied that there was no 
escaping political activity, that politics 
pervades everything, just as Unitarians 
visualize religion as pervading all life. 

Adamson then introduced a report 
dated July 6, 1945 on a conference in 
Lisbon, in which it was stated that 
more than 1,000,000 Russians who weve 
outside their country would be repatri- 
ated as part of the Yalta agreement re- 
gardless of their personal wishes. 
Adamson said this was not known in 
Washington at the time and Brooks re- 
plied that he was sure that this in- 
formation was in the New York papers. 

Adamson then asked Brooks whether 
the Service Committee was interested in 
repatriation. Brooks replied that it was. 

Adamson then said, “In other words 
you would be in favor of repatriating 
Soviet citizens regardless of their wish- 
es.” Brooks laughed and replied, “That 
is your interpretation, not ours.” The 
report in question was signed by Martha 
Sharp. 

Cahill pointed out that the conference 
was participated in by the U.S.C., and 
the Catholic, Quaker and Jewish relief 
agencies. He stated further that Mr. 
Beckelman, whose name was mentioned 
often by Adamson, was reporting for 
the Intergovernmental Committee on 
Refugees, of which the U. S. Govern- 
ment is a part. 

Chairman Wood asked if _ the 
J.A.F.R.C. spent all its money for Span- 
ish refugees through the U.S.C. 

Brooks said that he had not seen the 
complete records but that these are in 
possession of the President’s War Re- 
lief Control Board. From the publicity 
he understood that there have been 


similar arrangements with the Quakers 
in North Africa and that the J.A.F.R.C. 
also operates a hospital in Mexico. 

Adamson said that his investigators 
are not able to make heads or tails out 
of the J.A.F.R.C. records on file with 
the President's War Relief Control 
Board. 

He then asked whether the U.S.C. 
inquired into the political beliefs of 
the people it is associated with. Brooks 
said that it did not. 

Adamson asked Brooks to tell the 
policy of the Committee on_ hiring 
people whose views are not compatible 
with the U. S. Government. 

Brooks said that U.S.C. policy is to 
hire on the basis of competence. 

Adamson asked, “You don’t hire 
Communists?” 

Brooks said that the U.S.C. has never 
hired anyone known to be a Communist 
and this had never been any great 
problem. 

Adamson then asked for some copies 
of cables and Cahill produced samples 
of these, with the suggestion that Adam- 
son tell him which he wanted copied 
and whether he wanted. more cables 
from the same source. At this point 
Brooks read into the record an expla- 
nation of “A Flag Above the Stars and 
Stripes’”* headline, referred to earlier 
in the meeting. He explained that this 
was on a page that is edited and pre- 
pared by Homer Jack, Secretary of the 
Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice. 


*The caption, “A Flag Above the Stars and 
Stripes,” referred to the need for a United 
Nations flag symbol. 


Press Release 


Press Release issued by Willian Emer: 
son, Chairman, Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee, at conclusion of executive session 
of Wood-Rankin Committee, October 21, 
1946. Read to reporters in presence of 
Mr. Adamson, who was asked to make 
any correction he wished. 


In agreeing to meet with the Committee 
today, we mentioned attending an open 
meeting. The Committee offered no ob- 
jection to this. 


When we arrived, Mr. Adamson said 
this would be an executive session. The 
Unitarian Service Committee represen- 
tatives expressed regret at the omission 
of the press from the meeting, but agreed 
to confer with Judge Wood and Mr. Adam- 
son in private, with the understanding 
that this group would be free to issue a 
full report after the session. 


We have already had two_ intormal 
conferences with Mr. Adamson in Boston, 
we have sent him the material he re- 
quested, and he stated to the press last 
week that we have been “very co-oper- 
ative.” We replied in a public statement 
that “we are happy at all times to review 
our relief and service record with re- 
sponsible groups and the press.” 

We were asked to come down at any 
time during the next three days, and we 
in turn asked for the earliest possible 
meeting. 
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Notes on Brooks Address 
to the Channing Conference 


by Rev. Howard L. Brooks, Acting Executive Director, 


Unitarian Service Committee 


October 27, 1946 


IT Is QUITE TRUE that charges are being 
made against us. Some people think that 
the Unitarian Service Committee is ac- 
tually in jeopardy. Two months ago 
when we were planning our fund-rais- 
ing campaign for next year and trying 
to estimate how much financial support 
we could get from non-Unitarians on 
the basis of our record during the past 
six years and on the basis of the crying 
need, we thought that we might be able 
to get as much as $1,500,000. 

] wouldnt think so tonight. Tonight 
I would say that unless we have the 
loyalty of every Unitarian, unless- we 
have very skillful handling of publicity 
and promotion and fund-raising, the 
U. S. C. may hardly exist by March, 
1947, 

The work that Rev. and Mrs. Royden 
C. Leonard have just told you about and 
many other accomplishments of which 
we are proud will avail us nothing if we 
cannot meet successfully the charges 
that are being made. I am glad to an- 
swer any questions that anybody asks. 

I think perhaps I can begin by 
making a statement regarding the basic 
policy of the U. S. C. 

It has been the consistent policy of 
the Unitarian Service Committee to help 
the victims of Nazi or Fascist tyranny 
regardless of political affiliations, relig- 
ious convictions or racial or national 
origin. It is the belief of this Commit- 
tee, in the light of very careful scrutiny 
of the work of its staff through the last 
six years, that that policy has been car- 
ried out by our workers in the field with 
conscientious and unwavering devotion. 


Funds never solicited 


Our relationship with the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee has been 
questioned. All money received from 
the J. A. F. R. C. is being used to help 
maintain hospitals, convalescent homes 
and homes for destitute children in 
France. These funds constitute only a 
small part of the funds spent for this 
particular service. It has been said 
that the U. S. C. solicits funds for the 
J.A.F.R.C. This simply is not true. 
The U. S. C. has never solicited funds 
for this organization or for any other 
organization. You will remember that 
during the past three years we have 
been forbidden by the National War 
Fund to solicit funds. If there should 
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come to mind the solicitation of funds 
for food, let me remind you that the 
U.S. C. did not do this. The President 
of the Association made the appeal to 
the denomination. 

That part of the U. S. C. program 
which is now being criticized by some 
people represents only a small portion 
of our European work. We are operat- 
ing in almost a dozen European coun- 
tries. We work closely with govern- 
mental and intergovernmental agencies 
such as UNRRA and the Intergovern- 
mental Committee on Refugees. We 
work closely with the American Military 
Government. We are in a position no 
different from that of the American 
Friends Service Committee, the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the Ameri- 
can Jewish Joint Distribution Commit- 
tee, and many others. 


Many Catholics saved 


Most of the people whose lives were 
saved by the U.S.C. in Europe were 
Roman Catholics—not because we were 
particularly interested in Catholics or 
because we wished to strengthen Cath- 
olicism, but because most of the victims 
were Catholics. We never asked what a 
man’s religion was. We do not ask our 
own prospective staff members what his 
or her religion or political conviction 
is. We ask if the person is competent. 


The Spanish Republicans presently 
receiving our help are of all possible 
political opinions. There are Republi- 
cans, Democrats, Communists, Social 
Democrats, Socialists, and there are 
many others. In France our office is in 
contact with 29 Spanish organizations, 
all of them with a little different politi- 
cal orientation. The fight among these 
Spanish Democrats, Republicans, Com- 
munists and Socialists is more bitter 
than the fight that is going on between 
Republicans and Democrats in_ the 
United States. 


We believe that, in extending this help ac- 
cording to need rather than discrimination, 
we are rendering a constructive service to the 
community at large. We believe that, by 
seeking the basis of common human decency 
and individual worth behind different creeds 
and institutions, we can make our contribu- 
tion in helping the peoples and nations of the 
world to learn to live together. 

STATEMENT OF PoLicy 


We have nothing whatever to conceal 
from the United States Government, as 
some people have charged. 


B.S ; 

There is a rumor to the effect that the 
U. S. C. acted for the.J. A. F. R. C. in 
getting Tito into Yugoslavia. The 
source of this rumor comes from 
Howard Fast’s book, Tito, the Man of 
the Hour. I haven’t read the book but 
a couple of weeks ago Ernie Adamson 
was in my office and stated that on page 
14 of this book it specifically mentioned 
Martha Sharp as the agent of the J. A. 
F. R. C. We promptly sent out for a 
copy of this book and turned to page 14. 
It was a disappointment. There was no 
mention of Martha Sharp. There was 
no mention of the U. S. C. What that 
page does say is that the J. A. F. R. C. 
was able to help Tito out of France 


sometime between December, 1939 and 


the spring of 1941, and that the J. A. 
F. R. C. through its agents supplied 
means of transportation. At that time 
the U. S. C. was not dispensing funds 
from the J. A. F. R. C. We have no 
idea who the agent was or how the job 
was done. 


Acute sufferings of Yugoslavs 


There are many people in the Service 
Committee, who like other Americans, 
were greatly impressed with the resist- 
ance to the Nazis which the different 
partisan groups in Yugoslavia put up. 
The Yugoslav people suffered terribly 
during the war and we have felt for a 
long time that it would be a grand thing 
if the U.S.C. had a program in Yugo- 
slavia. As far back as January, 1945, a 
cable was sent to Marshal Tito, not by 
the U.S.C. but by the head of one of 
the Yugoslav relief organizations. The 
cable was written and signed by Louis 
Adamic and we saw a copy of it later. 
In that cable Mr. Adamic proposed that 
the U. S. C. might help the Yugoslav 
people, but Marshal Tito never an- 
swered us. 

At the time we were sending a medi- 
cal mission to Italy, composed of doc- 
tors who were studying the effects of 
malnutrition. Among them were Dr. 
Maurice B. Visscher, head of the depart- 
ment of physiology at the University of 
Minnesota; Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhaus, 
a nutritionist at the University of Wis- 
consin; Dr. Isaac Schour and Dr. Maury 
Massler, of the College of Dentistry at 
the University of Illinois. Dr. Ancel 
Keys, who directed the medical research 
project on starvation at the University 
of Minnesota, was much interested in 
our program. The Committee wanted 
these men to help the Yugoslav people, 


but Tito did not answer our cable. He 
didn’t let them in. 
Last year when Dr. Joy was in France 


he applied to the local Yugoslav consul 
in France for a visa to Yugoslavia— 
there was no answer. Marshal Tito 
didn’t want him. 
the Yugoslav Red Cross, in this coun- 


: 
. 
| 


A representative of © 


a 


ry last spring, was referred to us. He 
wanted to know about the medical work 
we were doing. He was interested in 
obtaining medical supplies, but we made 


based primarily on service, not on the 
shipping of supplies. We said that if 
the Yugoslav Government should of- 
ficially invite us, we might be able to 
send a small group of doctors and that 
we might be able to undertake a medical 
program for the relief of the Yugoslav 
people. Nothing has been heard from 
him or his government since. 


Agreement with J. A. F. R.C. 


Ernie Adamson is supposed to have 
invited us to appear before the House 
Un-American Committee because we ac- 
cept contributions from the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee. Here is our 
basic agreement with that organization. 
Note how carefully we have safeguarded 
ourselves against interference by the 
donor once the money is in our hands. 


The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit- 
tee, a relief organization registered with the 
President’s War Relief Control Board and 
devoted to the non-partisan assistance of 


Anti-Fascists, and the Unitarian Service 
Committee, a_ relief organization registered 
with the President’s War Relief Control 


Board and devoted to the relief of all vic- 
tims of aggression without regard to race, 
color, party, or creed, enter into the follow- 
ing agreement: — 

I. The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
‘mittee agrees that the Unitarian Service 
‘Committee will be its sole agent for relief 
work in France. 

Il. The Unitarian Service Committee 
agrees to administer all funds which the 
‘Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee places 
at its disposal for the relief of Spanish 
refugees in France without sectarian or 
partisan discrimination. | 


II. The Unitarian Service Committee 
‘agrees to consult regularly with the Spanish 
Advisory Committee now constituted in 
France of which Pablo Picasso is the Chair- 
man. 

- IV. The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
mittee agrees that the Unitarian Service 
Committee may use other organizations in 
France for its relief program if at any time 
‘or in any place it seems to be for the best 
interests of the Spanish refugees. 

V. The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
mittee agrees to support this relief program 
to the full extent of its power. — 

VI. The Unitarian Service Committee 
agrees to discharge its responsibility under 
this agreement to the best of its ability 
appointing capable administrators and keep- 
ing the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit- 
tee supplied with full information of its 
activities. 

. Joint Anti-Fascist Reruces ComMiItTTEE 

By Epwarp K. Barsky 
Unirarian Service CoMMITTEE 
By Cuartes R. Joy 


I would like to comment on two 
points. First of all, the funds received 
are earmarked especially for Spanish 
: refugees. On the basis of this agree- 


it clear to him that our programs were— 


ment, we are not permitted to use the 
funds for anybody else. Second, the 
Spanish Advisory Committee, mentioned 
in paragraph III, was set up, not by the 
J. A. F. R. C. but by us, and it was set 
up because there are about 29 different 
Spanish organizations at each other’s 
throats, all eager to get control of relief 
supplies. We selected outstanding mem- 
bers of the Spanish community to be an 
advisory board to which we could go 
with different problems so that when 
arguments came up about the distribu- 
tion of clothing and food we would be 
able to consult a group which was not 
loaded with any one political persua- 
sion. The chairman is Pablo Picasso, 
selected not because he is a Communist 
but because he is an outstanding person. 
Pablo Picasso is the only Communist 
on the committee. Before we went ahead 
with this committee we asked several 
well-informed people about its political 
make-up. We had assurances that the 
committee was a representative one. 


Complete independence given us _ 


This agreement puts us in the posi- 
tion, not of being agents of the J. A. 
I. R. C., but of receiving their funds 
and giving us complete independence to 
disburse them in any way we want to for 
Spanish refugees. We select the refu- 
gees. There has never been a list sub- 
mitted to us. The J.A.F.R.C. has never 
asked us to help this or that individual, 
this or that group. They have left us 
completely alone and our representa- 
tives, Martha Sharp and Persis Miller, 
have never been representatives or 
agents of the J.A.F.R.C. They have 
been agents of the U.S.C. Once funds 
have come into our hands we have been 
the responsible agents for administering 
those funds. We think we have done a 
good job and we defy anybody to prove 
that we have done a poor job or that 
we have discriminated against any par- 
ticular group. 

It has been charged that we helped 
Spanish Communists to come to Portu- 
gal from Spain. This is ridiculous. 
Our Lisbon office has never had enough 
resources to care adequately for Spanish 
refugees already in Portugal. 

Most of the Spaniards who left Portu- 
gal with our assistance went to the boat 
directly from prisons. They had come 
to Portugal without proper papers. The 
minute a Spaniard crosses the Portu- 
guese border without permission, he has 
committed a crime. 

With the help of the Portuguese gov- 
ernment Martha Sharp selected refugees 
from the prisons and made arrange- 
ments to send them to Latin America. 
None of them came to the United States 
except in transit to a Latin American 
country. Every person emigrating had 


to be screened by the British Intelligence 
because he could not leave the country 
without a British navicert. Now, if you 
will permit some rather heavy sarcasm, 
it may be that the British Intelligence is 
pro-Communist and it may be that the 
British Intelligence let a Communist slip 
through, but there is a further check on 
emigrants. Every person had to be 
screened by the United States Embassy. 
It may be that the United States Em- 
bassy is pro-Communist—to continue 

e sarcasm—and that it let some 
Communists slip through, but there 
is still a further check. The United 
States Embassy in Lisbon could 
not issue a visa on its own authority 
and every applicant had to be referred 
to the State Department in Washington. 
If you will let me complete this  sar- 
casm, it may be—there have been ru- 
mors about the State Department—that 
the Department ‘is pro-Communist. 

To the best of our ability and to the 
best of our knowledge these people were 
acceptable to the British and American 
Embassies. None of these people, I 
repeat, received destination visas for 
the United States. And we have never 
helped a known Communist to North or 
South America. However, it is not our 
responsibility to make exhaustive in- 
vestigations of this kind. That is done 
by consular officials. 

I am extremely. anxious that if any of 
you have any question you will ask 
them. If there is any question, that 
question should be answered. 


Meeting adjourned until 7:30 at 
which time the question period began. 


Questions and Answers 


QUESTION: Are there any officers of 
the Unitarian Service Committee who 
are members or affiliates of any Com- 
munist front organization? If so, who 
are they? 

ANSWER: 1 don’t know who in the 
Service Committee belongs to what. 
This is a rather personal question and it 
is difficult to answer for anyone but 
myself. I know that it just so happens 
that I don’t belong to any organizations 
that could be called Communist front. 
I used to belong to the Foreign Policy 
Association but gave up my member- 
ship when I went overseas and have 
never since renewed it. I used to belong 
to the Staten Island Institute of Arts and 
Sciences, which is not likely to be called 
Communist dominated. 

QUESTION: Isn't it true that the 
whole story is not complete because the 
Service Committee is not sure from 
where the attacks originate? 

ANSWER: That is right. We have 
had a written document from a Spanish 
refugee organization in Toulouse, the 
Solidaridad Democratica Espanola. 
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This organization, a Socialist organiza- 
tion, is fighting hard and has com- 
plained that the U. S. C. relief supplies 
had been used in Communist festivals 
in July. They claim that 90 per cent of 
the staff is Communist, and that the 
patients in the Varsovie Hospital were 
Communists with the exception of one 
or two Socialists whom we admitted so 
that we could say that we did not dis- 
criminate. We have every confidence in 
our French staff which understands 
clearly the principles of the Unitarian 
Service Committee, and we believe that 
our principles are being carried out, but 
to be on the safe side we asked William 
Emerson, our chairman, John Lathrop, 
who is presently directing our work in 
Czechoslovakia, and Edward Cahill, our 
associate director, to go to France to 
investigate these charges. 


By early September—one month after 
we had received the complaint from the 
Solidaridad—all of these three people 
were in France and the investigation 
was under way. Mr. Emerson has made 
a preliminary report, which has been 
sent out to the ministers and which I 
have here if any of you care to look at 
it. Mr. Cahill’s report has not been 
fully prepared because it involves com- 
plicated statistical information. We 
feel that the charges made by the Soli- 
daridad Democratica Espanola are un- 
founded. The staff in Toulouse denies 
that any relief goods were used in these 
Communist celebrations. 


So far as the personnel is concerned, 
we have been trying to find out what the 
basis is for the charge that 90 per cent 
of our staff is Communist. We have 
been trying to find out who made these 
charges and we have been led on a 
merry chase. Sheba Strunsky of the 
International Rescue and Relief Com- 
mittee very often criticized the 
U. S. C. and its connections. We tele- 
phoned her and told her that the chair- 
man would like to have any information 
she might have. She said she didn’t 
have any but that somebody else might 
have it. We were referred to Francis 
Henson, director of the I. R. R. C. office 
in France. He said he didn’t have any 
information but that he had heard 
rumors from State Department sources. 
We went to the Paris Embassy and were 
referred to the State Department in 
Washington. And we went to Washing- 
ton. We are still trying and will con- 
tinue to try to get to the bottom of this. 
We have every confidence in Noel Field, 
who is our European Director, and in 
the other members of the staff. Until 
we get some kind of tangible evidence 
except rumors from: sources known. to 
be hostile. we will not be misled into 
thinking we have the truth. 
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Let me just go down the list of some 
of our American personnel overseas. In 
Czechoslovakia there is John Lathrop, 
whom some of you must know as the 
minister of our Brooklyn Church; there 
is Eleanor Clark, a member of Fred 
Griffin’s church in Philadelphia, who 
came to us from the State Department. 
The person heading the Polish medical 
team in Germany is Dorothea Jones— 
who may not be responsible for her 
father’s politics—but who is the daugh- 
ter of about as strong a Republican as 
you may find; there is Frank Walser in 
Poland. He worked with the O.S.S. dur- 
ing the war and with the military gov- 
ernment after the war. There is 
Gwenydd Champsaur in Les Andelys, 
whom I know personally because I 
worked with her in Lisbon. There is 
Arthur Lee, whose politics are unques- 
tioned I think—though he may be a 
Democrat. And there is Carleton Fisher 
in Holland, a Universalist minister. 


Are there any more questions? If not 
there are two points I should like to 
make in the three minutes remaining 
to me. 


I read in the New York Times this 
morning the Pope’s broadcast to the 
Conference on Doctrine meeting in Bos- 
ton. Speaking of what the Catholic 
Church should be, he says, “It would be 
His beloved spouse for whom He de- 
livered Himself up, that He might sanc- 
tify Her—that She might be holy and 
without blemish. She cannot be such 
unless its members understand the full- 
ness of beauty of their faith and of their 
obligation as members of Christ’s 
body.” I mention this because in the 
city of Fall River there is a Catholic 
priest who is using the U. S. C. as a 
political weapon to fight an election in 
a shockingly partisan way. This 
priest knew of the investigation of the 
U. S. C. by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities before we did. 
The smear campaign in Fall River 
against the U. S. C. is, to the best of 
my knowledge, to a large extent being 
spearheaded by this Catholic priest. 
That he has a pipeline into the House 
Committee I have not the slightest doubt 
because he had possession of informa- 
tion which could have come to him only 
from that Committee. It seems to me 
that at a time when relief and recon- 
struction are so important—and I have 
the greatest admiration for the work of 
the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence—that a priest, without the knowl- 
edge and consent of his Bishop, should 
stoop so low as, to use a relief organ- 
ization as a political weapon in a local 
election is a shameful travesty on the 
Pope’s ideal of the Catholic clergy. 


Point number two. The House Com 
mittee and its chief counsel are them- 
selves un-American institutions, — What- 
ever the intentions or motives of Chair- 
man, Wood and the other members of 
that Committee may be, the actual 
operation of that Committee, because of. 
the tactics of its chief counsel, Ernie 
Adamson, is an un-American institution. 
Ernie Adamson came into our office on 
September 11 and we told him that we 
would be willing to send the informa- 
tion to Washington which he wanted. 
He came a second time and said there 
were things (abbreviations, notations, 
etc.) in those documents which he would 


like clarified. We said we would be 


- glad to come down to Washington, that 


our affairs are an open book. Ernie 
Adamson left it with us to choose the 
time. He gave us a choice of Monday, 
Tuesday, or Wednesday. I conferred 
with members of the Committee who 
said let’s go down as soon as we can. 
We went to Washington on Monday, 
October 21. We put into the record 
that we wanted to go in with the press. 
When we got down there Adamson re- 
fused to let the press in and we debated 
some time whether we could consent to 
the hearing without the press. We went 
in and told our story. We were treated 
like gentlemen. Adamson told us we 
could make any statement afterward we 
wanted to but that he would make no 
statement until the results of the hearing 
had been presented to the full Commit- 
tee. He explained that this had been an 
executive session and he himself could 
not release information. 


But before we had left the building 
Adamson was piping the story to news- 
papers, and we had hardly gotten home 
before the information about the hear- 
ing had reached Fall River. This is the 
kind of unholy alliance which is going 
on at the present time. Anti-Communism 
makes very strange bedfellows. We 
have the peculiar spectacle of Ernie 
Adamson, a southern Democrat and 
presumably a Protestant, lining up with 
the Republicans and a priest of the 
Catholic Church in order to fight an 
election against another Democrat. And 
the Unitarian Service Committee gets 
smeared in order to discredit Martha 
Sharp. 


I want to thank you and your chair- 
man for letting me come down here this 
afternoon to present this story and give 
you an idea of what is going on. 
Responsible Republicans and Demo- 
crats resent such -tactics. 


I am against secret hearings, secret 
investigations. We will stand out in- 
the open and explain our work to any- 
body at any time, but we want to have 
the press there and we want to have the 
facts publicized. 
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THOROUGH COVERAGE BY PRESS 


From “Boston Traveler’ 
OCTOBER 28 


FALL RIVER PRIEST SCORED 
BY UNITARIAN 


‘Political Smear’ Campaign Revealed 


The Rev. Howard L. Brooks, acting 
executive director of the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee, charged today that a Fall 
River. Catholic priest had attacked the 
committee in “a political smear campaign” 
in the 14th congressional district. 

“It is common gossip around Fall River 
that a priest had advance knowledge of 
the plans of the Wood-Rankin committee, 
which Drew Pearson predicted would 
attempt to influence the re-election of 
one of the candidates,” the Rev. Mr. 
Brooks said. 


Representatives of the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee recently testified before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities regarding their affiliations with the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 
which has been called a Communist front 
by the House group. 


The House Committee was reported to 
have made inquiries concerning Mrs. 
Martha Sharp of Wellesley, who was 
formerly associated with the Unitarian 
relief agency and is now the Democratic 
candidate against Congressman Joseph 
W. Martin, Jr., of North Attleboro in 
the 14th district. 


In his statement the Rev. Mr. Brooks 
identified the Rev. Ambrose Bowen of 
St. Louis Church, Fall River, as the Cath- 
olic priest who, he said, had brought the 
Unitarian Service Committee’s name in 
the Martin-Sharp contest. 


He declared that Fr. Bowen, “without 
the knowledge of his bishop, was using 
the relief activities of the Unitarian 
Service Committee as a political weapon 
in a local campaign.” 


TALK TO VETS’ GROUP 


The statements attributed to Fr. Bowen, 


it was learned, were reportedly made 
before a veterans’ group in Fall River 
last week. 


In this connection, the Rev. Mr. Brooks 
said that he had been asked if he “would 
cooperate with the Fall River War Vet- 
erans’ Council in its attempt to get at 
the basis of alleged Communist activities 
by the Unitarian Service Committee,” 
and that he had replied: “We will be 
_glad to receive the investigating com- 
mittee in our offices with the press. We 
are against secret investigations and 
star-chamber proceedings.” 


He added that the Unitarian Service 
Committee “has scrupulously endeavored 
to avoid becoming involved in politics, 
either on the international or local level 
_and will continue to maintain strict polit- 
ical neutrality in its humanitarian effort 
to relieve the victims of tyranny.” 


DENIES RED LINK 


The Rev. Mr. Brooks declared further 
that the USC has never authorized its 


t 


representatives abroad to act as direct 
agents of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee, that its contract with the 
JAFRC provides that the latter group’s 
funds shall be expended for the relief of 
Spanish refugees in France “without sec- 
tarian or partisan discrimination,” and 
that the USC “has never aided known 
Communists to come to North or South 
America.” 

Fr. Bowen could not be reached for 
comment on the Unitarian official state- 
ment. 


From ‘‘Boston Traveler’ 


OCTOBER 29 


PRIEST DENIES MAKING ATTACK 
ON UNITARIANS 


Fall River, Oct. 29—Unsurprised by the 
attack made on him yesterday in the 
name of the Unitarian Service Committee, 
which alleged he was participating in a 
“political smear campaign” against Mrs. 
Martha Sharp, the 'Rev. Ambrose Bowen, 
former Navy chaplain, today declared the 
issues at stake concerned Americanism, 
not politics. 

The Fall River priest declared that re- 
marks with which the Unitarians took 
issue were made at a meeting of the War 
Veterans’ Council, including delegates of 
all veterans’ groups here, and were sub- 
ject to a repeated declaration of the meet- 
ing’s chairman that the session was com- 
pletely private and that there was to be 
no publicity. 


He said he produced documentary evi- 
dence bearing on allegedly Communistic 
affiliations of Mrs. Sharp, Democratic 
candidate for Congress from the 14th 
district, and described the documents as 
copies of reports by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, photostats of 
newspapers and of a letter from the com- 
mittee’s counsel, and similar material. 


Father Bowen, former Navy lieutenant 
and chaplain of 20 months’ service, much 
of it in the Iceland area, said that he 
attended the meeting of the War Vet- 
erans’ Council by invitation, since he was 
not a delegate to it, although he is a mem- 
ber of the Admiral Nelson Navy Club. 


SEEK INFORMATION 


He declared the council previously had 
been interested in checking imputations 
of un-Americanism, and that it intended 
to send a delegation to Washington im- 
mediately to seek out further information 
possibly bearing on- Mrs. Sharp’s quali- 
fications for office. 


Throughout his talk, and in reference 
to it at the meeting of others, Father 
Bowen said, the assertion was made and 
reiterated that there was no intent of 
casting any aspersions on the Unitarian 
Church or the Unitarian Service Com- 
mittee. 


Despite this, he said, a Unitarian min- 
ister present as a delegate of a veterans’ 
organization, persisted in taking notes 


and in reporting to the church organiza- 
tion. The obvious result, he said, was the 
attack yesterday which accused Father 
Bowen of “smear” tactics and of speak- 
tng without permission of his bishop. 

Conference delegates were told that 
the Rev. Ambrose Bowen, Fall River 
priest, without the knowledge of his Bish- 
op, was using the relief activities of the 
Unitarian Service Committee as a polit- 
ical weapon in the campaign. 


From “Providence Journal’’ 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30 
ADAMSON VISIT REPORTED 


The Rev. Howard L. Brooks, acting ex- 
ecutive director of the Unitarian Service 
Committee in Boston, charged today that 
Ernie Adamson, chief counsel for the 
Wood-Rankin Committee, “has suddenly 
appeared in Fall River” after a letter 
which he wrote was reported to have 
been submitted in the current 14th dis- 
trict campaign controversy. 


Dr, Brooks, who accused the Rev. Am- 
brose Bowen of St. Louis’ Church, Fall 
River, yesterday of waging a slur cam- 
paign against one of the candidates, said 
that Adamson’s letter along with photo- 
stats of newspapers had been turned over 
to the Spindle City’s War Veterans 
Council, according to press reports. 

Pointing out that Adamson had “been 
seen in newspaper offices and CIO head- 
quarters in Fall River,” Dr. Brooks said 
that “when Mr, Ernie Adamson ... was 
in our office two weeks ago, he made it 
perfectly clear that he and the committee 
would not even think of interfering with 


the Congressional contest in the 14th 
District.” 


“The Rev. Bowen, however, in today’s 
press statements has raised extremely 
important questions,” he continued. 
“Since columnist Drew Pearson predicted 
that the Wood-Rankin committee would 
interfere in favor of the election of a 
certain candidate, a number of questions 
need to be answered.” 


“How does it happen that the work of 
a humanitarian agency which is part of 
an American church a century and a 
quarter old is being made a political foot- 
ball?” Dr, Brooks asked. 


“What is to happen to the victims of 
Franco’s and Hitler’s tyranny—Protest- 
ant, Catholic and Jewish—whom we are 
helping?” he continued. “Is an_ effort 
being made to discredit our humanitarian 
relief work in order merely to interfere 
with local elections?” 


When asked for comment on the state- 
ment last night, Father Bowen said that 
“As far as Mr. Adamson is concerned, | 
know nothing of his. presence in Fall 
River and I doubt that he has been there.” 


Concerning Dr. Brooks’ remarks, Father 
Bowen repeated his statement of last 
night that “I will not dignify Dr. Brooks 
with an answer at this time.” 
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Open Letter Sent 
by Dean Emerson 


Chairman points out how humanitarian 
program ts made victim of private politics 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
House Committee on Un - American 
Activities, October 31. 


Gentlemen: 


The Unitarian Service Committee has 
cooperated in good faith with your com- 
mittee believing that you wished to ob- 
tain the true facts about our distribution 
of. funds made available by the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. In 
accordance with your request we sent you 
information from our files. We were 
glad to do this because no part of our 
program is or ever has been un-Amer- 
ican. 


When your chief counsel, Mr. Ernie 
Adamson, came to our office on October 
17th to invite us to appear in Washington 
in order to explain the data submitted, 
including certain documents relating to 
Martha Sharp’s activities when a member 
of our staff, he himself brought up the 
question of the election in the 14th Con- 
gressional District and stated categori- 
cally that he would in no way attempt to 
influence the outcome. The Unitarian 
Service Committee welcomed this state- 
ment because it is our policy not to 
become a party to political disputes either 
at-home or abroad, 


On- October 21st, at your invitation, 
representatives of the Unitarian Service 
Committee conferred with your chairman 
and Mr. Adamson in Washington. We 
were treated with entire courtesy on this 
occasion and answered all questions to 
the best of our ability, trying to make 
clear the completely humanitarian and 
non-political character of our work. 


During the conference Mr. Adamson 
referred to a prophecy by the radio com- 


mentator Drew Pearson on Sunday, Oc- . 


tober 20th, to the effect that your com- 
mittee would try to aid Mrs. Sharp’s 
opponent. Mr. Adamson indignantly re- 
pudiated this suggestion. 


It now appears, according to the 
“Boston Traveler” of October 29th, that 
an attack based on her previous relation- 
ship with the Unitarian Service Commit- 
tee was made on Mrs. Sharp at a political 
meeting in Fall River by a certain Father 
Bowen. When questioned as to the 
source of his information, Father Bowen, 
according to the “Boston Traveler,” “pro- 
duced documentary evidence bearing on 
allegedly Communistic affiliations of Mrs. 
Sharp, Democratic candidate for Con- 
gress from the 14th District, and 
described the documents as copies of 
reports by the House Committee on un- 
American Activities, photostats of news- 
papers and of a letter from the 
Ronee counsel and similar mate- 
rial. 

It is significant that Mr. Adamson is 
reported to have been seen in Fall River 
recently. 

‘It certainly is a reasonable inference 
from the foregoing that Mr. Pearson’s 
prophecy has been amply fulfilled. Your 
counsel has used for private political pun- 
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itive purposes information given him 
for an entirely different purpose. More- 
over, in the heat of political controversy 
the good reputation of the Unitarian 
Service Committee has been seriously 
called in question in Fall River and the 
surrounding communities. 


We do not believe your committee ap- 
proves of such -un-American action. 
We ask that you publicly repudiate it. 
October 31, 1946 

Very truly yours, 
William Emerson 
Chairman 
Unitarian Service Committee 


From “PM” 


OCTOBER 30 
UNITARIANS HEAR OF ‘SMEAR’ 


Delegates to a three-state Unitarian 
conference at Fairhaven, Mass., were told 
yesterday that the Unitarian Service 
Committee, set up to aid Spanish Refugees 


, 


in southern France, was being used in a © 
political “smear campaign” in Massachu- — 


setts’ 14th Congressional District. 


GOP candidate in this district is Rep. — 
Joe Martin, minority leader in the House. — 


Democratic candidate is Mrs. 
Sharp, who served in Europe as a mem- 
ber of the Unitarian Service Committee. 


PM reported on October 21, in a story 
on this campaign, that the Republicans 
were making political ammunition of the 
fact that Ernie Adamson, council for the 


‘Wood-Rankin Un-American Committee, 
“had appeared in the district.” 


However, whatever political capital 
might have been made of rumors that he 
was investigating Mrs. Sharp’s activities 
in Europe—labeled as aiding only Jews 
and Communists—was to a degree over- 
come by statements from prominent Cath- 
olic laymen and clergy that the majority 
of refugees who had come under her care 
had been Catholic. 


A RESOLUTION ON THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 


adopted by the 121st Annual Meeting of the 


AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION 


held in Boston, Massachusetts, May 23, 1946 


WHEREAS: The House Committee on Un-American Activi- 


ties, now better known as the Rankin Committee and formerly 


known as the Dies Committee, has been guilty of the Un-Ameri- 


can activity of attempting to intimidate and silence the opinions 


of many loyal citizens, on the radio, in the press, and in the gov- 


ernment service: and 


WHEREAS: This Committee, by its methods, has tended to 
deceive and divide the people of this country; 


BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the American Uni- 


tarian Association, assembled in its 121st Annual Meeting, favors 


the immediate dissolution of the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 


can activities, and urges the members of the House of Repre- 


sentatives to secure the discharge from the House Rules Com- 


mittee and bring before the House the Hook Resolution designed 
to abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 


Martha © 


Excerpt from a Report on Round-the-World Flight 

by NORMAN CORWIN, Columbia Broadcasting System, 
Winner of the One World Award, sponsored by 

the Common Council for American Unity and the 

Willkie Memorial of Freedom House, 


at a meeting in the Willkie Memorial Building, New York, 
November 8, 1946 


“Not the least remarkable grain of hope for One World was the example of a 
scientific body which I found working in Czechoslovakia. This was the Medical Teach- 
ing Mission of the Unitarian Service Committee, a group of outstanding American doc- 
tors who had volunteered to bring to the Czech people some of the medical and surgi- 
cal techniques and drugs from which our allies had been cut off during the long Nazi 
occupation. These doctors, working without compensation and taking time away from 
their extensive practices at home, lectured to the medical faculties of Czech univers- 
ities, performed operations, conducted clinics. Their gesture of good will, which had 
the full co-operation of our State Department as well as UNRRA, was not lost on the 
Czechs. One of several appreciative articles to appear in the ‘Czech press was entitled 


‘This is what International Relations Ought To Be’.”’ 
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